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BNEW 5200 Survey of the New Testament  

Spring 2023 
 

 

Instructor: Kevin Burr, PhD 

Email: kburr1@harding.edu 

Phone (for emergencies): 615.828.2116  

 

Textbooks 

• A copy of the New Testament in one of the 

following translations: New Revised Standard 

Version, New International Version (1984 or 

2011), English Standard Version, or (Holman) 

Christian Standard Bible, New English Translation; not the King James Version or New 

King James Version  

• Mark L. Strauss, Four Portraits, One Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels, 2nd ed. 

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2020). ISBN: 0310528674 

• Michael J. Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul 

and His Letters, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016). ISBN: 0802874282 

***Please note, the second editions of the books by Strauss and Gorman are required*** 

 

Course Objectives  

Students seeking the MDiv, MACM, and MA degrees are expected to be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic content of the English Bible 

2. Demonstrate exegetical skills in the interpretation of scripture 

3. Evidence a love for God and others, and a personal commitment to spiritual formation 

Survey of the New Testament is designed to equip students to achieve the aforementioned 

outcomes by enabling them to:  

1. Comprehend the structure and basic content of the books of the New Testament 

2. Develop a holistic understanding of the New Testament narrative, focusing on the person 

and work of Jesus in his own ministry and his work through his earliest followers 

3. Demonstrate an ability to identify key characters, places, and themes in the New 

Testament  

4. Develop a respect for the creative and redemptive work of God as it is specially revealed 

in the person and work of Jesus and carried on through his earliest followers 

5. Discover and live more fully your role in partnering with God to bring his kingdom 

Course Description 

Welcome to Survey of the New Testament! This course will familiarize students with the basic 

content of the entire New Testament. We will emphasize the structure, topics, and themes of 

each book. For continuity, this course is intentionally similar to BOLD 5000 Survey of the OT.  

mailto:kburr1@harding.edu
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HST POLICIES AND INFORMATION 

 

Accessibility 

HST professors are accessible to local and distance students. Please use the following to arrange 

appointments with me (by email or phone):  

Email: kburr1@harding.edu  

Mobile Phone Number: 615.828.2116 (iMessage and WhatsApp) 

 

Credit Hour Workload 

For every course credit hour, the typical student should expect to spend at least three clock hours 

per week of concentrated attention on course-related work, including but not limited to time 

attending class, as well as out-of-class time spent reading, reviewing, organizing notes, preparing 

for upcoming quizzes/exams, problem solving, developing and completing projects, and other 

activities that enhance learning.  Thus, for a three-hour course, a typical student should expect to 

spend at least nine hours per week dedicated to the course. 

   

Textbooks 

Textbooks can now be ordered through a link on the HST website. The Textbooks tab can be 

viewed on the navigation bar on any page of the website. Check the book list provided under the 

Textbooks tab (http://hst.edu/students/textbook-services/) for correct ISBN’s and editions to 

insure correct ordering. A link provided there will take you to Amazon where you will only need 

to enter the ISBN to order your books.  

  

Students with Disabilities 

It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to 

federal and state law. Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should inform the 

instructor at the beginning of the course. Students with disabilities are also encouraged to contact 

Dr. Steve McLeod, the Associate Dean, at 901-432-7733. 

  

Library Resources 

If you have not taken 5990 (Advanced Theological Research) or took it more than a year ago, go 

to the HST Web site (www.hst.edu) for information concerning library services to 

students. Under the “library” tab you will find a link to and instructions for searching the HST 

online catalog. There are also instructions for using the following databases available through the 

library: OCLC FirstSearch, EBSCOhost, Infotrac, and Religious and Theological 

Abstracts. Contact the library for passwords to these databases. Also available are the research 

guides distributed in 5990. These annotated bibliographies list basic tools you will find helpful in 

your research. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Academic dishonesty in all its forms is inconsistent with Christian faith and practice, and will 

result in penalties which could include a failing grade for the assignment, a failing grade for the 

course, dismissal from the course, and even dismissal from the school. 

 

Canvas Online learning System  

In addition to the live video platform Zoom.us (see below), this course uses Harding’s Canvas 

mailto:kburr1@harding.edu
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Online Learning System, which is accessed at http://elearning.harding.edu. If you have problems 

gaining access to Canvas, contact HU technical support (501) 279-4545. You will need your 

HST username and your password to log into Harding Pipeline. These are the same credentials 

you use to register for classes via Pipeline. 

 Harding University gives each student an email address that also utilizes your user name. 

Many students use other email addresses as their preferred address. You can set your Harding G-

mail account to forward messages to an alternative email address if you want; however, it is your 

responsibility to check your Harding email account regularly because this is the official Harding 

email address to which all Harding-related email will be sent. 

 

HST Live Interactive Video Education (HST LIVE) via Zoom 

In addition to Canvas (see above), this HST-LIVE course is supported with the video platform 

Zoom.us. For new Zoom platform users, go to https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-

us/categories/200101697-Getting-Started for helpful video tutorials about using this platform. 

Log in to Canvas to access the Zoom Class ID.  

➔ For BNEW 5200, the Zoom Meeting ID is 6158282116   

 

Equipment Requirements for LIVE Sections:  

• Internet access using a latest version of a web browser such as Chrome. 

• Latest version of Zoom software. This changes periodically without notification. If you 

already have Zoom, use that account. Basic Zoom is available free. 

• Laptop or tablet with camera or desktop computer with camera.  

• Ear buds with microphone - Apple MD827LL/A EarPods with Remote and Mic work well.  

• Additional monitor – Live video conferencing is best facilitated with two monitors. 

 

Course Etiquette for HST Live: 

• HST Live is a convenience for distance broadcast and attendance. In terms of 

responsibilities, it is no different than on-campus participation. Attendance is required just as 

if in residence on the Memphis campus. Full participation in the class is expected. 

• Students are allowed a maximum of two excused absences in this class. These absences 

should be reserved for cases of sickness, emergency ministry situations, or pressing personal 

matters. After a student’s two excused absences are used, the student’s overall grade will go 

down three percentage points for each absence.  

• Please make arrangements in your ministry context or employment to be in attendance for all 

calendared sessions (e.g., a staff meeting is not an excused absence). The same applies to 

arriving late or leaving early.  

• Be seated in an environment that approximates a classroom setting (e.g., a chair at a desk in 

your office). It is not acceptable to sit or lie down on your bed or in a recliner, lounge on your 

deck or on the beach, or sit in a coffee shop, etc. Remain stationary at your computer during 

the class session except during breaks. 

• Arrange for your HST Live environment to be distraction free (e.g., no background family 

noise, TV, etc.). Please do not answer phone calls during class.  

• Failure to observe these and related etiquette matters will result in grade reductions at the 

professor’s sole discretion. 

 

 

http://elearning.harding.edu/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697-Getting-Started
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Technology 

We will be using the Canvas program for our online classroom experience. You will log in to 

Canvas through Pipeline or at https://harding.instructure.com. Spend some time familiarizing 

yourself with the features of the course during the first week.  

 If there seems to be something wrong with the way I have set up a particular item, please 

contact me. Most of your contact with me will be in the Canvas classroom discussion or Canvas 

email (which will redirect to my Harding email address). But on occasion and especially as we 

get started you may need to contact me outside of Canvas – to do so see the contact info above.  

 

Grading Scale and Attendance Requirement  

1. Exams – There are four exams. The exams are not cumulative, and each is worth 20% of 

the total grade. Students will take the exams at their own pace, but all exams must be 

completed by May 3, 2023—the Wednesday of finals week.  

a. The exams will be taken on Canvas with the aid of Proctorio  

b. Each exam will be taken without the aid of Bible or notes  

c. Exams will include the following:  

i. Objective questions from assigned Bible readings  

ii. Short answer questions from supplemental readings (Strauss, Gorman et al)  

2. Study Guides & Canvas Discussion – Students are required to complete four study guides 

(one for each exam, each worth 3.75% of the course grade). Students must email the 

completed study guide to me prior to taking that unit’s exam.  

a. Each study guide consists of two parts:  

i. Short answer questions from the biblical text  

ii. Short answer questions from the textbooks and supplemental readings 

b. Canvas Bible Project video discussion forums: 

i. For each unit, you will watch one of the Bible Project Read Scripture videos 

within the unit and respond in 100-200 words (see Canvas for additional 

details). Responses are due before taking that unit’s exam. Each response is 

worth 1.25% of the course grade (5% total).  

Summary of Grade Totals:  

 Exams: 20% x 4 = 80%  

 Study Guides: 3.75% x 4 = 15%  

 Canvas Discussion: 1.25% x 4 = 5%  

Students who miss two class sessions or are late for three class sessions may be penalized up to 

ten points on their final grade. 

 

Grade Scale  A = 90-100 B = 80-89  C = 70-79 D = 60-69 F = < 60  

 

Bible and Supplemental Reading Units, & Intensive Course Meeting Schedule  

 

 The Bible page totals below will be different for you depending on your Bible. The page 

counts below are from a NIV Thinline which includes only the New Testament text, with 

minimal cross references and notes. In addition to the entire New Testament, there are required 

readings from Mark Strauss’s Four Portraits, One Jesus, Michael Gorman’s Apostle of the 

Crucified Lord, and other supplemental readings. These supplemental readings are marked with 

an asterisk (*) below and are available as PDFs in Canvas.  

https://harding.instructure.com/
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Intensive Course Week Tentative Schedule (February 27 – March 3, 2023) 

Meeting times:  

 Monday through Thursday: 8 AM — 10:55 AM, 1—5 PM  

 Friday: 8 AM — 10:55 AM, 1—4 PM 

 

Day 8—10:55 AM Chapel Lunch 1—2:45 PM 3—5 PM (4PM Fri.) 

Monday, 

Feb 27 

Second Temple 

Judaism  

11-11:30   Gospels: Mark & 

Matthew 

Gospels: John & Luke  

Tuesday, 

Feb 28 

Acts  11-11:30  1—2 Thessalonians  Galatians, Ephesians 

Wednesday, 

Mar 1 

Romans  11-11:30  Philippians,  

Colossians  

Philemon, 1—2 

Timothy, Titus  

Thursday, 

Mar 2 

1—2 Corinthians 11-11:30  Hebrews, James 1—2 Peter  

Friday, Mar 

3 

Jude, 1—3 John  11-11:30  Revelation Revelation & catch-up 

(if necessary)  

 

 

Unit 1: Gospels (Mark, Matthew, John) 

 

Bible Page Count Supplemental Readings Page Count 

  Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 1 “What Are the Gospels?” pp. 29-

44, 47-50 (stop at the end of the section on 

Flavius Josephus)  

18 pages 

Gospel of Mark 19 pages Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 7 “Mark: The Gospel of the Suffering 

Son of God” pp. 213-260 

47 pages  

Gospel of Matthew 30 pages  Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 8 “Matthew: The Gospel of the 

Messiah” pp. 261-311  

50 pages  

Gospel of John  24 pages Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 10 “The Gospel of the Son Who 

Reveals the Father” pp. 357-411  

54 pages 

 

 

Unit 2: Luke—Acts, Paul (part 1) 

 

Bible Page Count Supplemental Readings Page Count 

  Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 6 “The Social and Cultural Setting 

of the Gospels” pp. 189-212  

23 pages 

Gospel of Luke 32 pages Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 9 “Luke: The Gospel of the Savior 

for All People” pp. 313-55  

42 pages  

Acts of the Apostles 30 pages  *Craig S. Keener, Acts: An Exegetical 

Commentary, vol. 1, Chapter 13, “The 

Purpose of Acts” pp. 435-58   

23 pages  

1—2 Thessalonians  4 pages    

Galatians 5 pages   

Romans  14 pages    
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Unit 3: Paul (part 2)  

 

Bible Page Count Supplemental Readings Page Count 

  Strauss, Four Portraits 

Chapter 5 “The Religious Setting: First-

Century Judaism” pp. 157-87  

30 pages  

1—2 Corinthians  19 pages Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord 

Chapter 4 “Paul’s Gospel: The Good News of 

Christ Crucified and Raised” pp. 120-37  

17 pages 

Ephesians 4 pages Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord 

Chapter 5 “Paul’s Spirituality: Participation 

and Transformation in Christ” pp. 140-60  

20 pages 

Philippians 3 pages *Nijay Gupta, Reading Philippians: A 

Theological Introduction, Chapter 4, “All That 

Is Good Goes Down,” pp. 49-69  

20 pages  

Colossians 3 pages  Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord Chapter 

6 “Paul’s Theology: A Dozen Fundamental 

Convictions” pp. 163-83  

20 pages  

Philemon 1 page   

1—2 Timothy 6 pages    

Titus 2 pages    

 

 

Unit 4: General Epistles & Revelation  

 

Bible Page Count Supplemental Readings Page Count 

Hebrews 9 pages *Paul Ellingworth, The Epistle to the Hebrews, 

The New International Greek Testament 

Commentary, “The Theology of Hebrews” pp. 63-

77; and “The Purpose and Occasion of Hebrews” 

pp. 78-80  

17 pages  

James 4 pages Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord 

Chapter 4 “Paul’s Gospel: The Good News of 

Christ Crucified and Raised” pp. 120-37  

17 pages 

1—2 Peter 5 pages *Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical 

Commentary on the New Testament, “Purpose of 

the Letter,” pp. 42-53  

11 pages 

1—3 John 5 pages   

Jude 1 pages    

Revelation 14 pages *G. K. Beale, The Book of Revelation, The New 

International Greek Testament Commentary, “The 

Theology and Goal of the Apocalypse” pp. 171-77  

6 pages  

 


