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7550 WORSHIP AND CONGREGATIONAL FORMATION, Summer 2022  
Prof. Mark E. Powell 
 
Course description 
Explores the role of worship in the process of leadership and congregational spiritual formation 
from the perspectives of biblical, historical, theological and social-scientific studies. A 
theological understanding of Christian worship is developed, and contemporary issues and trends 
are analyzed in light of Christian theology.  
 
This course contributes to the following D.Min. outcomes: 

• Exhibit the ability to think theologically about contemporary ministry challenges.   
• Demonstrate effective skills in oral, written, or media performance that will increase 

one's communication and ministerial effectiveness appropriate to one's particular ministry 
context. 

 
Required textbooks 
Daniel I. Block, For the Glory of God: Recovering a Biblical Theology of Worship (Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2014).  
Leanne Van Dyk, ed., A More Profound Alleluia (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004). 
James F. White, A Brief History of Christian Worship (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993).  
James C. Wilhoit, Spiritual Formation as if the Church Mattered, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2022). 
J. Matthew Pinson, ed., Perspectives on Christian Worship: Five Views (Nashville: B&H 

Academic, 2009). 
 
Textbooks can be ordered through a link on the HST website.  The Textbooks tab can be viewed 
on the navigation bar on any page of the website.  Check the book list provided under the 
Textbooks tab (http://hst.edu/students/textbook-services/) for correct ISBN’s and editions to 
ensure correct ordering.  A link provided there will take you to Amazon where you will only 
need to enter the ISBN to order your books. 
 
Additional readings are available on Canvas.  To access the Canvas course page, go to 
http://elearning.harding.edu. 
 
Accessibility 
HST professors are accessible to local and distance students. Please use the following to arrange 
appointments with me (in person or by phone): 
Email: mpowell@harding.edu 
Office Phone Number: (901) 432-7725 
Office: Ijams Administration Building 114 
 

http://hst.edu/students/textbook-services/
http://elearning.harding.edu/
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Requirements and grading 
1. Book reflection 1 (10%) 
2. Book reflection 2 (10%) 
3. Worship perspective reflection (10%) 
4. Worship planning paper (35%) 
5. Research paper (35%) 
Grading scale: 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-75 (C), 74-70 (D), 69 and below (F) 
 
Reading and participating in class discussions, or lack thereof (including missing more than one 
class session or being late for more than two class sessions), may have a positive or negative effect 
on the final grade of up to five points.   
 
All papers should be typed in a standard font, double-spaced, and submitted as a Word or PDF 
document on Canvas. Late papers will receive one point off per day late for the first two days; 
then three points off per day late (excluding Sundays), up to 20 points total. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty in all its forms is inconsistent with Christian faith and practice, and will 
result in penalties that could include a failing grade for the assignment, a failing grade for the 
course, dismissal from the course, and even dismissal from the school. 
 
Credit Hour Workload 
For every course credit hour, the typical student should expect to spend at least three clock hours 
per week of concentrated attention on course-related work, including but not limited to time 
attending class, as well as out-of-class time spent reading, reviewing, organizing notes, preparing 
for upcoming quizzes/exams, problem solving, developing and completing projects, and other 
activities that enhance learning.  Thus, for a three-hour course, a typical student should expect to 
spend at least nine hours per week dedicated to the course. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
It is the policy of Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, pursuant to 
federal and state law.  Any student with a disability who needs accommodation should inform 
the instructor at the beginning of the course.  Students with disabilities are also encouraged to 
contact Steve McLeod, the Associate Dean, at 901-761-1353. 
 
Library Resources 
If you have not taken 5990 (Advanced Theological Research) or took it more than a year ago, go 
to the HST Web site (www.hst.edu) for information concerning library services to students.  
Under the “library” tab you will find a link to and instructions for searching the HST online 
catalog.  There are also instructions for using the following databases available through the 
library: OCLC FirstSearch, EBSCOhost, Infotrac, and Religious and Theological Abstracts. 
Contact the library for passwords to these databases.  Also available are the research guides 
distributed in 5990.  These annotated bibliographies list basic tools you will find helpful in your 
research. 
 
 

http://www.hst.edu/
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Course schedule 
 
Class meeting times June 13-17 Session 1: 8:15-10:55 a.m. 

Session 2: 1:00-4:45 p.m.  
    
 
Monday, June 6 Book reflection 1, Book reflection 2, and Worship perspective reflection 

due.   
 
Monday, June 13 Session 1:  Introduction to the course 
   Session 2:  Biblical perspectives on worship 
   Reflection on liturgical worship   
 

(1) James K. A. Smith, You Are What You Love: The Power of Habit (Grand Rapids: Brazos, 
2016), ch. 1. 

(2) Block, chs. 1-4, pp. 359-360. 
(3) Pinson, ch. 1. 

 
Tuesday, June 14 Session 1:  Theological perspectives on worship 
   Session 2:  Historical perspectives on worship 

Reflection on traditional evangelical worship 
 

(1) Van Dyk, ed. (entire book) 
(2) White (entire book) 
(3) Mark E. Powell, Centered in God: The Trinity and Christian Spirituality (Abilene: ACU 

Press, 2014), ch. 8. 
(4) John Mark Hicks, Johnny Melton, and Bobby Valentine, A Gathered People: 

Revisioning the Assembly as Transformative Encounter (Abilene: Leafwood, 2007), 
chs. 1, 5. 

(5) Pinson, ch. 3 
 
Wednesday, June 15 Session 1:  Social-scientific perspectives on worship 
   Session 2:  Worship elements 
   Reflection on contemporary worship 
 

(1) Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973), ch. 4. 
(2) Block, chs. 7-9, 12. 
(3) Everett Ferguson, The Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Today (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), pp. 268-277. 
(4) Darryl Tippens, Pilgrim Heart: The Way of Jesus in Everyday Life (Abilene: Leafwood, 

2006), ch. 12. 
(5) Pinson, ch. 5. 
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Thursday, June 16  Session 1:  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
   Session 2:  Congregational formation 
   Reflection on blended worship 
 

(1) Block, pp.141-42, 155-67 
(2) Mark E. Powell, John Mark Hicks, and Greg McKinzie, Discipleship in Community: A 

Theological Vision for the Future (Abilene: ACU Press, 2020), ch. 6. 
(3) Mark E. Powell, “Proclaiming the Gospel at the Table,” Christian Studies 30 (2018): 95-

104. 
(4) Wilhoit (entire book)  
(5) Pinson, ch. 7. 

 
Friday, June 17 Session 1:  Worship, mission, and justice 
   Session 2:  Planning worship 
   Reflection on emerging worship 
 

(1) Eugene R. Schlesinger, “Mission and Worship,” in Theological Foundations of Worship, 
eds. Khalia Williams and Mark Lamport (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2021), pp. 
135-149. 

(2) Stacy Floyd-Thomas, et. al., “Black Christian Worship as Nurture” in Black Church 
Studies: An Introduction (Nashville: Abingdon, 2007), pp. 177-200. 

(3) Brett Webb-Mitchell, “No Longer Strangers and Aliens: Worshiping with People with 
Disabilities in the Church.” Worship 76, no. 4 (July 2002): 345–360. 

(4) Constance M. Cherry, The Worship Architect (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010), pp. 
42-52. 

(5) Pinson, ch. 9 
 
Thursday, June 30 Worship planning paper due 
 
Thursday, July 21 Research paper due 
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Book reflection 1 
Submit a book reflection, approximately 750-1000 words (or 3-4 pages), on one of the following 
required texts: 

1. Daniel I. Block, For the Glory of God: Recovering a Biblical Theology of Worship 
(required chapters). 

2. Leanne Van Dyk, ed., A More Profound Alleluia. 
3. James F. White, A Brief History of Christian Worship. 

 
The first part of the reflection (250 words or 1 page) should present the basic contents, approach, 
and central argument of the text. The second part (500-750 words or 2-3 pages) should provide 
careful reflection on the text. What new insights did you gain from the text? How did the text 
shape the way you view worship and the corporate worship service? What critical questions did 
the text raise for you? Students should submit the book reflection on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. 
(CST) on Monday, June 6. 
 
 
Book reflection 2 
Submit a book reflection, approximately 750-1000 words (or 3-4 pages), on James Wilhoit’s 
Spiritual Formation as if the Church Mattered. 
 
The first part of the reflection (250 words or 1 page) should present the basic contents, approach, 
and central argument of the text. The second part (500-750 words or 2-3 pages) should provide 
careful reflection on the text. What new insights did you gain from the text? How did the text 
shape the way you view the corporate worship service and congregational formation? What 
critical questions did the text raise for you? What insights from the text would you like to 
incorporate in your own ministry setting? Students should submit the book reflection on Canvas 
by 11:59 p.m. (CST) on Monday, June 6. 
 
 
Worship perspective reflection 
Submit a reflection on one of the five perspectives presented in J. Matthew Pinson, ed., 
Perspectives on Christian Worship. The reflection should be approximately 750-1000 words (or 
3-4 pages) in length. 
 
The first part of the review (250 words or 1 page) should summarize the worship perspective. 
The second part (500-750 words or 2-3 pages) should provide careful reflection on the worship 
perspective and should take into account the other perspectives presented in the book. What do 
you see as the strengths and weaknesses of this perspective? What critical questions did this 
perspective raise for you? What insights did you gain from the presenter of this perspective? 
Students should submit the worship perspective reflection on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. (CST) on 
Monday, June 6. 
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Worship planning paper 
Plan and theologically analyze a Christian corporate worship service using the resources from 
the course.  Your paper should include the following: 

• A statement of the setting of the corporate worship service. Describe the congregation 
and the place where the worship service will occur, including the arrangement of the 
worship space. Tell who will lead the service, and what special materials or aids will be 
used. (250 words or 1 page) 

• An “order of worship” that shows the progression of the worship elements, and lists 
specific songs and a sermon title.  (1 page) 

• An analysis of the worship service that gives a theological rationale for each element in 
the service (prayer, singing, sermon, etc.), the specific selections you make (songs and 
sermon), and the order of the service. The course readings should be referenced using 
parenthetical notes.  (1250-2000 words, or 5-8 pages) 

 
Students should submit the worship planning paper on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. (CST) on 
Thursday, June 30. 
 
 
Research paper 
Submit a research paper, approximately 3750 words (or 15 pages) in length, on any significant 
topic related to worship and congregational formation.  A good paper will: 

• Present and defend a particular position on the topic. 
• Suggest how the conclusions could be implemented in a local congregation. 
• Make use of materials from the course as well as additional outside resources. A quality 

paper will use at least 15 scholarly resources.  
• Follow the latest edition of Turabian’s Manual. Papers may be penalized up to ten points 

for style. 
 

Students are encouraged, but not required, to submit a prospectus to the professor via Canvas 
email by Thursday, June 16. The prospectus may be informal and should include (1) a statement 
of the topic to be investigated, and (2) a preliminary bibliography.   
 
Students should submit the research paper on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. (CST) on Thursday, July 21. 


