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Hello!

We are patiently waiting on the Lord in prayer and trust that God has brought our paths together
for His greater good. In our search for this additional ministry partner, we recognize that we are
not only examining and discerning your gift sets, training, experience, personality and theologi-
cal convictions, but you and your family are also examining and discerning us. We believe the
best way to accomplish this mutual goal of discernment is by spending quality time together.
This packet is our small effort to introduce you to the beautiful Ozarks, our thriving community
and of course our church family in hopes you will consider a free visit to our vacation spot with-
out the pressure of sitting through a timeshare sales pitch!

So what is East Sunshine Church of Christ about? Put simply, we want our church culture to be
saturated with God and His gospel. Our desire as a leadership is to continually grow deeper in
the truth of God’s gospel of what He has accomplished for us and freely given us through the
cross and resurrection of Jesus. One of our core values is “proclaiming the abundant, extrava-
gant, joy-giving good news of God’s grace in Christ.” 

But that’s not just a value for our ministers and elders – we aspire to see that value permeate our
whole church. We desire to be God-based, Christ-centered and Spirit-led in all our worship,
ministries, studies, fellowship and service to the community. We believe gospel identity leads to
gospel practice. The gospel empowers us to have an ongoing posture of learning with humility
and to follow God’s call with courageous faith. We want to be so secure in Christ that we are
fearless when it comes to considering a new practice or ministry. We want God and His gospel to
keep us anchored and to give us wings. We want God and His gospel to be front and center, the
big deal, the hot topic, the talk of our church, and we pray, the talk of our city. 

If the pursuit of this gospel culture interests you, we pray that you consider why our paths have
crossed and pursue our invitation for more conversation. May the Lord give you deep confidence
in Him as you seek His guidance.

East Sunshine Church of Christ Eldership Steering Team
High School and Junior High Parent Leadership Teams

East Sunshine Church of Christ
(417) 889-5455 • eastsunshine.org • 3721 E. Sunshine • Springfield, MO 65809 
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Our desire is to become gospel-shaped people 
who – in response to the grace received from Christ –

follow His example of love and service to others.

C O N T E N T S
1 Our Prayer 
2 Our Community
3 Our People
4 Our Staff
5 Our Youth and Family Ministry
6 Application Process

See our website at EastSunshine.org for 
more information and videos about us.
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Our Prayer

Shepherds’ Vision for the Youth & Family Minister

We pray that the Youth and Family Minister will be a minister of the gospel first, with a 
particular focus on bringing the gospel to bear on the hearts of teens and their families. We 
want God and His gospel to be what parents and children and husbands and wives talk about
when they get up, lie down, drive across town and sit at the table. 

We pray our ministry to youth and families will not be isolated from the other parts of our
church body, but to be the vital part that it is to a fully healthy church. We see the Youth and
Family Minister as a partner to the parents, the parents being the primary disciplers of their 
children and the minister being a support and complement to their efforts.

Characteristics we are looking for in a Youth and Family Minister:

• A person committed to their own spiritual growth through Bible study, prayer 
and devotion to Jesus Christ.

• An organized, creative planner and active leader in order for this ministry to 
reach its potential for God’s service.

• A desire and ability to provide mentoring, guidance and support to teens, their 
parents and the East Sunshine body.

• A willingness to accept the challenge to be bold, to dream big and to build 
a vision for the spiritual growth of our teens in God’s kingdom.

• An ability to create, cooperate and collaborate with a holistic team that will  
include other staff members, elders, parents and other volunteers.

• A keeper of boundaries between work and family so that the ministry remains 
rewarding while the family remains a place of peace and joy.



Why would anyone want to move to the 
Ozarks and Springfield, Missouri?

Fair enough. Located in the southwest corner of the state,
roughly equidistant between St. Louis, Kansas City and Tulsa,
Springfield combines a small-town vibe with the energy of a
college town and amenities of a big city. Better yet, the cost of
living is approximately 10 percent below the national average,
and the local economy – anchored by the healthcare industry
and major retailers like O’Reilly Auto Parts and Bass Pro
Shops, both headquartered here – is well-positioned to 
continue steady, reliable growth. Residents enjoy four distinct
seasons and a wealth of outdoor recreation opportunities.  

Firmly a college town, Springfield hosts the second largest 
state university, Missouri State University with almost 25,000 
students, as well as a community college and two mid-sized 
private Christian-based colleges. With the four schools located 
a few miles from each other in the center of town, a vibrant
downtown is home to many restaurants, theatres and muse-
ums. Surrounding these colleges are multiple school districts
with public and private K-12 options, plus a thriving home-
school community.

If sports and outdoors is your thing, you can attend the 
Springfield Cardinals (AA
team to St. Louis), NCAA 
Division I-FCS football, nationally 
ranked tennis – you pick the sport and we have a team 
that routinely competes nationally. What’s more, you can drive
less than an hour in any direction and your family is floating in
a kayak or canoe down the river, fishing for bass or rainbow
trout, hiking and camping in our state and national forests or
just running down to Branson for boating, skiing or whatever
you love to do in the water. This area is a paradise for outdoor
families.

Good schools, a church in every neighborhood, real farmer’s
markets and one of the best park
systems of any town our size –

Our Community

Table Rock 
Lake

Kayaking on the Finley

Springfield 
Cardinals

there are few better, safer, more beautiful parts of 
the country than the Ozark hills that surround Springfield. 
Millions of people visit Springfield and Branson every year to 
just spend one week here. What if you got to live in this 
vacation spot all the time?
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Our People

Like many churches in a city, East Sunshine tends to 
look and behave more like a commuter-church.  
That is, our members live around the block from the 
building or drive 30 minutes or more for every 
activity. The map is a rough idea of where we 
live and each of those sections represents a 
different high school and demographic.  

What’s more, because Branson and the lakes 
are so close, Kansas City, St Louis and Tulsa 
are a few hour’s drive and most of the CofC 
colleges are less than a day’s drive, our 
membership is very mobile with 10-20% of 
our active members traveling on any given 
Sunday – especially in the summer.

Financially, we are blessed with families who give 
both weekly and throughout the year for special 
causes like missionary support to Africa, Mexico and 
Central America. The church has very little debt and enough 
savings to pay it off tomorrow if we choose to. As leaders, our
biggest financial challenge is how to best deploy these blessings to
further the kingdom here in Springfield and around the world.

6



History
As one of the original Churches of Christ in Southwest Missouri, East 
Sunshine has strived to share the good news of Christ with the Springfield,
Missouri community and around the world for almost 90 years. First located
on the current Missouri State University (MSU) campus under the name
South National Church of Christ, the congregation has reinvented itself 
several times over the years. Being located on a college campus easily 
provided an important ministry to students, professors and the surrounding
neighbors. During these years on campus, several noteworthy national 
leaders led and worshiped with South National such as hymn composer
L.O. Sanderson (“Be With Me Lord”), Royce Money (former ACU presi-
dent) and Prentice Meador (author/preacher/Lipscomb board). Many of
those MSU professors and couples who met in the early campus ministry
are still members and leaders at the modern East Sunshine church today.

As Missouri State continued to grow, the need for the South National church
property continued to become more urgent until the early 1990s when the school finally purchased the

land and building. This allowed the congregation to move off of South National Avenue several miles away onto a
beautiful 17-acre wooded campus on East Sunshine Street. While the new multi-million dollar facility includes a
1,000-seat auditorium, a gymnasium and most amenities a thriving church often desires (with almost no debt), 
the congregation unfortunately lost part of its identity for several years as a 
college campus ministry. 

The Gospel-Shaped Church
Today, East Sunshine Church of Christ is finding its new role in the 
community in multiple ways by first and foremost acknowledging the 
good news that any service or ministry we provide in our community is not
about us, but flows directly from the grace our Savior has shown to each of
us. We started several years ago by exploring new ways to use our new
building:

• Allowing a homeschool co-op to use the facility gym/classrooms during 
the week.

• Providing the only major winter overnight shelter for the homeless men 
in the city.

• Providing a safe place for abused women 
to sleep in rotation with other churches;

• Hosting one of the four Celebrate Recovery sites in Springfield every 
Monday night;

• Hosting joint worship services with neighboring denominations on a 
quarterly basis celebrating God’s kingdom in new ways;

• Serving as a community-polling precinct for local and national elections.

We are continually looking for new ways to bring God’s children into our
building while giving Him the glory for blessing the community. This has
created the interesting realization that a large percentage of our new mem-
ber growth has been from people and families with non-Church of Christ
or no church background at all. This blending of backgrounds has led 
us to rethink worship – who participates and what music and media 
appeals to Christians who did not grow up with typical Church of 
Christ traditions.
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Train up a child in the way he should go 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
The ministry team at East Sunshine all pull in the same direction when it comes to passing on our faith to
the next generations. Our belief is that, ideally, the foundation of life-long faith begins at a very young age
with parents, families and mentors guiding each child from toddler to teenager. The team meets on a reg-
ular basis to ensure seasonal, annual and multi-year plans blend together to help parents instill the gospel
in their children and teens. The Youth and Family Ministry will serve as the “anchor-leg” in this life-long
process of parents passing their faith on to their kids. Here are the ministers you would be working with:

Deron Smith, Lead Preaching Minister
Deron has been with the East Sunshine family since January 2004. He and 
his wife, Becca, and their three daughters, Abby, Makayla, and Toria, lived 
in Jinja, Uganda from 1994-2002 as a part of a mission team. They spent
2002-2003 in Bristol, England, where Deron completed Ph.D. work in 
theology at Trinity College. His education also includes undergraduate and
graduate work at Harding University (BS, 1990; M.Div. 2000). Deron and
Becca enjoy people of all ages, but especially feel called to spend time 
mentoring and encouraging younger families. He loves to talk about 
God – the love of the Father, the gospel of Jesus, and the new, 
abundant life in the Spirit. Deron longs for the whole East Sunshine 
family to live in the reality of our identity in Christ and to share 
naturally the life we have in Jesus. 

Our Staff

Randy and
 Beth Wray

Lisa and Beaver Luter

Deron and Becca Smith

Randy Wray, Executive Minister
Randy is a church guy – he has been as long as he can remember. With  
more than 30 years of church experience Randy has seen and done it all 
(some of it even worked!). He’s been a youth minister for seven years, a 
preaching minister for 20 years and worship minister for four years. 
Currently he serves East Sunshine Church of Christ as Executive 
Minister. Randy has degrees from Abilene Christian University (BS 
Religious Education), Pepperdine (MS Ministry) and Northwest 
Graduate School (D.Min.). As a church guy, Randy is thrilled to be 
at East Sunshine where his education and ministry experience allow 
him a wide array of 
opportunities to serve.

Lisa Luter, Children’s Minister 
Lisa has served as the Children’s Minister at East Sunshine for almost 
20 years. She attended Oklahoma Christian College and graduated with 
a BS in Business Management. After working several years, she stayed 
at home to be a full-time mom of her two children. During this time, 
she volunteered in Children’s Ministry and received her calling to be a 
children’s minister. She’s passionate that all children know that God 
loves them! East Sunshine wanted to hire a part-time employee to 
oversee the children’s program and they decided to hire Lisa in February 
of 1999. Children’s Ministry at East Sunshine has grown and Lisa has
grown right along with it. Her heart’s desire is to partner with parents 
in leading children to become life-long, devoted followers of Jesus.
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Our Youth and Family Ministry

We have a small group of great kids. Most of those kids have 
devoted parents doing their best to balance their desire to instill 
a spark of faith that will grow into a lifetime of service in the
kingdom with the reality of competition for time with school 
activities, sports teams and a culture that values character over
performance less and less.

As we transition from one youth minister and program to the
next, we have done a great deal of soul searching and believe
our current ministry and support to our families is not as
good as we would like it to be. We, as the Eldership Steering
Team, take full responsibility for any shortcomings in this
ministry.

That said, our kids have enjoyed some great experiences from 
time to time in recent years. They have routinely taken mission
trips both domestically and to Central America. They have
climbed mountains with the Wilderness Trek program in 
Colorado and served around town with summer Special
Olympics and Camp Barnabas, a nationally-known summer
camp for special needs kids in our area. They have participated
in small groups by grade that have a group mentor who stays
with them for four to six years of their teen career. 

All of these activities have been occurring year after year for
almost 15 years. We are concerned that what was once amazing
and life-changing has become routine and entitled.  

We pray that the Youth and Family Minister will partner with
us to determine what is working and what is worn out. 

What should we keep and what should we create? What is our
“youth culture” and what do we want it to be? The next person
doesn’t have to all have the answers on their own, but we pray
he is willing to lead a team to ask the right questions and build 
consensus toward some new solutions. A tall order for anyone,
we believe God is working in powerful ways in our congrega-
tion and it will be no different for our youth and their families. 

We believe we have much to offer – and you will blessed by
blessing us. We invite you to come see Springfield and East
Sunshine for yourself. God bless you for reading this far!

Our 2019 S
eniors

Talented Teens Ready to Grow!

Made the S
ummit at T

rek!
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OK, we’re interested. Now what?
Please email a resume with a note on best days and times to contact you by phone to:   

Randy Wray, Executive Minister
randy@eastsunshine.org
Phone – 417-889-5455

If everyone is still very interested after several phone calls with you, your wife and if necessary,
your kids, we will schedule a time to bring you to Springfield at your earliest convenience.  

OK, what if I’m flattered, but not interested at this time?

First, spend some more time in prayer about this as you clearly are not listening!

Seriously, we chose to pursue you based on good recommendations, but appreciate your 
integrity and self-awareness. Never-the-less, we are looking for someone like you (or better, 
if that’s possible).   

Would you please give this some thought and recommend some names that we should pursue.
We are not on a schedule. We believe God will provide the best fit, both for East Sunshine and
our future minister and their family.  

Please forward any questions, thoughts or suggestions to: randy@eastsunshine.org.

Thanks for your consideration and please pray for God to continue blessing our work in his
kingdom. God bless!


