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Dr. Jack P. Lewis c. 1975 



The American stock market achieved new heights over the last year. Never before have so many trillions of dollars 
been represented  by valuation of stocks. For over 30 years, a substantial number of ordinary American citizens have 
participated in the stock market through tax-deferred contributions to their personal or employer’s retirement plan. 
The internet and online trading removed some of the mystery and reduced the cost of directly participating in a stock 
market previously reserved for the Rockefellers. In short, average Americans have had opportunities to enhance their 
economic well-being with investment portfolios that include stock.

Why is this significant to you and HST? Perhaps you are one of those fortunate to be enjoying investment appreciation that has accrued over your 
working life. Maybe you have reached an age that requires taxable distributions from your retirement portfolio. Possibly you are planning your estate 
and discussing with your family the legacy that you want to leave behind.
 
If any of these scenarios apply to you, please consider making an HST donation through a gift of stock, an individual retirement account distribution, 
or your estate plan. In effect, your gift to HST can be amplified by the advantage of tax savings.
 
As always, the first step is to consult with your family, your accountant, and your attorney to make your wishes known and decide what’s best for 
you. HST also has access to professionals who can answer any questions you and your family have about donation through investment transfer. 

Since 1958, thousands of donors have contributed hard-earned savings to make Christian graduate education a possibility for HST students. The 
economic bounty our country is currently experiencing may have opened another avenue for you to contribute to our school’s future. Please contact 
us in the HST advancement office to discuss this opportunity.
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In 1951, Harding University President George Benson invited 
W.B. West Jr. to Searcy with the express purpose of beginning 
a graduate program. The Bible department at Searcy offered 
graduate courses and an M.A. degree beginning in 1952. In fall 
1955 Harding started offering extension courses in Memphis. 
In 1958 the graduate program was moved to Memphis, named 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, and began offering a 
three-year Master of Theology — all by a one-vote margin 
from the board.

In the beginning, everything was in the Old Mansion: 
classrooms, the chapel, the library, faculty offices, 
administrative offices, and even some student housing. The 
Kendall (no longer extant) and Harding-Brewer apartments 
were added in 1964. That year also saw the construction of the 
L.M. Graves Library. In 1978 the school expanded the library 
and added the W.B. West Jr. classroom building. 

In summer 1993 the Old Mansion (now called the E.H. Ijams 
Administration Building) caught fire. A well-known story from 
the fire is when Dr. Jack Lewis and Annie May Lewis arrived, 
he remarked, “There goes my life’s work,” to which she wisely 
replied, “No, your life’s work is in all the students you have 
taught.” Fortunately, the fire began and stayed near the top of 
the third floor. Most of the damage was caused by the deluge of 
water used to put it out. Eighteen months later it was reopened 
after renovation. 

In 1998 we added the Benson apartments. The last major 
addition on campus was in 2006 when the library was 
expanded a second time to include an additional 6,000 square 
feet.

These buildings would never have been bought, built, 
expanded, or renovated without the sacrifices of many people. 
The story of HST in Memphis is fundamentally a story about 
God working through people.

President George Benson had a vision for a graduate school of 
religion at Harding. Founding Dean W.B. West Jr. nourished 
that vision from the beginning, through the move to Memphis 
and until his retirement as dean in 1972. Its character as a 
demanding school with a strong emphasis on the Bible was 
established by Jack P. Lewis — well known for his two Ph.Ds. 
(one in each Testament) and his fire hose approach to teaching. 

The first librarian, Annie May Alston Lewis, established the 
quality of its library (now nearing 150,000 volumes). Jane 
Tomlinson set the tone for the dedicated, sacrificial staff that 
have served through the years.

These founding fathers and mothers were joined by other 
administrators,1 faculty,2 librarians3 and staff.4 Many supporters 
have donated time, talents, and energy to make the school 
a success. Barbara Taylor and Leon Sanderson exemplify 
those who have given much of their time and talent. Tim and 
Tammie Hacker and Ron and Christy Wade exemplify those 
who have housed students again and again for intensive courses. 
Thousands have given monetarily — in both great and small 
amounts — to the annual gift fund, to endowments (now at 
$11 million) and to building drives. 

With the help of all these people, HST has pioneered advanced 
graduate theological education in Churches of Christ. Sixty 
years ago, we were the first to offer an M.Div. degree (called 
the Master of Theology until 1988). In 1977 we were the first 
to offer a Doctor of Ministry. In 1997 we became the first to 
be accredited by the Association of Theological Schools (having 
been accredited by regional associations since 1954).

HST has over 1700 graduates. They have preached throughout 
the United States, in established churches and church plants. 
They have done extensive mission work on every continent but 
Antarctica. They teach in virtually every college or university 
sponsored by Churches of Christ and in many Christian high 
schools. They are associate ministers, campus ministers, and 
youth ministers. They are military and hospital chaplains. They 
are counselors for churches, various agencies, and in private 
practice. 

Our graduates, and the thousands of others who have taken 
courses for credit or audit, are why HST exists. They are why 
so many have poured themselves into the school for 60 years. 
May God bless them as they advance his kingdom throughout 
the world, and may God continue to bless Harding School of 
Theology.5

Footnotes on page 8.

Dr. Allen Black
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By Dr. Allen Black, Dean of HST

Reflections
FROM THE

Dean



Harding School of Theology hosted 60 Celebration! for friends and alumni on 
Sept. 7, 2018. The event honored 60 years of theological study on the school's 
campus in Memphis, Tennessee. 

As the celebration began, alumni, friends, faculty, and staff gathered in the 
mansion foyer to make and renew acquaintances. In his welcoming remarks, 
HST Vice President Dr. Jim Martin reminded guests, “HST exists to make a 
difference.”

The program began with an address by former HST Dean Evertt W. Huffard, 
who spoke in the HST chapel about the school's history and relevance in 
the 21st century. Rain provided a gentle backdrop as Dr. Huffard spoke 
of hundreds who had passed through the halls of HST for over six decades 
and later blessed churches, mission fields, schools, and universities with 
their gifts. “I can’t imagine what God will do [through HST] in the next six 
decades,” he concluded. 

The rain turned to downpour, stranding the audience of 80 in the mansion. 
An umbrella brigade ferried guests across the parking lot to HST’s Oliver and 
Norma Rogers Research Center for light refreshments provided by Amerigo.

HST staff transformed the research center into a reception space for guests. 
From this venue, former HST Dean Philip Slate spoke about the school's focus 
since 1958 on global missions. He credited HST with three contributions to 
global missions: preparing graduates for their work, preparing churches for 
their support, and preparing teachers to equip the next generation. 

Harding University President Dr. Bruce McLarty was among representatives 
from the University’s Searcy campus in attendance. Also in attendance were 
three members of the University’s board of trustees and several members of 
the University’s staff and administration.

Three representatives from HST’s initial graduating class of August 1959 
attended. Finis Caldwell, Mac Lynn and Corene Stevens (wife of the late 
Alvin Stevens) received a round of applause from guests.

A quartet of alumni and students sang the HST alma mater and invited guests 
to join them on subsequent verses. HST alumni Leon Sanderson and Don 
Kinder sang bass and tenor, respectively. Cana Moore, an HST second-year 
student, sang soprano. Jamie Williams, also a second-year student, sang alto. 
Finis Caldwell blew out candles on a celebratory cake frosted with the HST 
logo. Afterward, guests enjoyed cake and fellowship. 
 
Participants bid in a silent auction for hand-thrown coffee mugs from 
Belltower Artisans embossed with the HST logo. Winning bidders included 
Matt Carter, Rick Oster, Corene Stevens, David Stevens, Bob Turner and Bob 
Walker.

Guests departed into the balmy night air. Some carried newly purchased 
coffee mugs. Some left umbrellas behind. All witnessed the intersection of 
HST’s past with its future.

HU President Dr. Bruce McLarty visits with long-time HST staff member Jane Tomlinson

Celebrating 60 years 
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By Greg Muse, HST Advancement Director
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Former Dean/VP Dr. Evertt W. 
Huffard reflects on 60 years of HST 
history.

Representatives of the first graduating class in Memphis 
(left to right) Corene Stevens (wife of the late Alvin Stevens), Marty and Mac Lynn, Finis Jay Caldwell Jr.

Former Dean Dr. Philip Slate reflects on the 
impact HST has had on world missions at the reception in the library.
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Dr. Jack P. Lewis died July 24, 2018, just eight months shy of his 100th 
birthday.  He was born in Midlothian, Texas, on March 13, 1919, to Pearl 
Gonce and Anna Elizabeth Holland Lewis.  His first marriage to Lynell 
Carpenter in 1943 ended with her death in 1975 and produced two sons, John 
Lewis and Jerry Lewis.  Dr. Lewis married Annie May Alston in 1978 and 
enjoyed the birth of two grandchildren before her death in 2006.

Dr. Lewis grew up in a farm family with three brothers and one sister during 
the Great Depression.  Lessons of perseverance served him well later in life.  
He completed a Ph.D. in New Testament from Harvard University in 1953 
and added a Ph.D. in Old Testament from Hebrew Union College in 1962.  A 
renowned biblical scholar and translator, he was among the founding faculty of 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, now Harding School of Theology, and 
was eventually named professor emeritus of that institution.

Dr. Lewis was active in the church of Christ at White Station, serving for 
decades as a Bible class teacher, elder, mentor and friend.  He attended Sunday 
morning worship services with the assistance of caregivers until the last 
months of his life.  At the time of his death, preparations were under way to 
celebrate his 100th birthday in March 2019 in the church fellowship hall.

Dr. Lewis set the academic bar high for HST. Most of his academic career was 
spent in Old Testament studies, particularly the minor prophets, but he also 

Dr. Jack Pearl Lewis
March 13, 1919 – July 24, 2018
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Churches of Christ have produced an impressive number of biblical scholars — far more than one would 
have expected given the size and age of the movement. Several of these have had a significant impact on the 
scholarly world at large, and some have attained considerable success and even prestige in their scholarly 
endeavors. Jack Lewis is certainly one of these. But as we look back over his long career, we can see that he 
was more than a scholar in the churches of Christ — he was a scholar for the churches of Christ. 

Those who studied under him soon learned he had little patience for uninformed assertions, sloppy thinking, 
or frothy sermonizing. He called his students to hard work, clear thinking, and a healthy respect for facts. His 
lectures were like artillery fire — spewing information into the classroom at a dizzying rate. His expectations 
were high because he believed that the stakes were high. The ministry of the Word is a serious business, he 
seemed to be saying, and there is no room in it for the shirker. In this way, he raised the bar for the thousands 
of his students who wanted to be preachers or teachers of the Word. He wanted them to jump higher and 
seek further than they ever thought they could. And in this way, he served the church in a remarkable — one 
might say unique — way. Peace be upon him.  

was an expert in Hebrew language, archaeology of Bible lands, and the history 
of the English Bible. He was more than simply a brilliant and well-respected 
academic. In addition to his church membership at White Station, he began a 
worship gathering at the annual meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature 
decades ago that continues to this day.

He was a prolific author; a complete bibliography of his work is over 30 pages 
long. He continued to publish into his 90s. In 2016, for example, he published 
The Day after Domesday: The Making of the Bishop’s Bible. This was the first book 
in over a century on this important early English translation that was used by 
Shakespeare and by translators of the King James Version.

Perhaps the most practical quote from Dr. Lewis is, “The best translation of the 
Bible is the one that you’ll read and live by.”

To see a complete bibliography of his works, a list of his accomplishments, and 
video tributes in his honor, visit hst.edu/Lewis.

“The best 
translation of 

the Bible is the 
one that you’ll read 

and live by.”

A Tribute to Dr. Lewis  By John Wilson Dean Emeritus, Seaver College; Professor Emeritus, Pepperdine University
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Notes
FROM A

Novice

News & Events

Perhaps you are familiar with the story — two 
lumberjacks walk into the woods to determine 
who can cut down the most trees in eight hours. 
The first gets right to work and soon has his first 
and then second trees down. By lunchtime, he 
is well ahead of the second lumberjack, who 
spent much of the morning sharpening his axe. 
After lunch, the first lumberjack required more 
and more time and effort to fell each tree, while 
the second seemed to only get faster. By hour 
eight, there was no competition — the second 
lumberjack won by a landslide (or by a sharper 
axe).
 
The story has many variations, typically 
saying something about the wisdom of the 
sharp lumberjack in recognizing the benefit of 
preparation. Herein lies a lesson for students 
and ministers but not necessarily the lesson of 
most import. I think we need to ask the dull 
lumberjack, “why did you remain so dull?”
 
I don’t know. I don’t know why he didn’t stop 
to sharpen his axe. Perhaps he thought the 
sharp lumberjack lacked the credentials to be 
authoritative, or was too old to know the newer 
methods of logging, or too young to have the 
necessary hours logged to acquire his logging 

license. Perhaps he thought the sharp lumberjack 
was lazy, failing to understand the early bird 
gets the worm, or too weak, relying on that 
“newfangled sharpening technology” as a crutch. 
Perhaps he was stubborn, determined to beat 
the sharp lumberjack on his own merits. Perhaps 
he simply never noticed the sharp lumberjack 
sharpening his axe, or never noticed the impact 
on his progress.
 
The issue is not losing the competition — 
someone has to. Rather, it’s an indication of a 
deeper ill, whether in habit or, more deeply, 
in the heart. Dr. Huffard talks about this in 
his class Spiritual Leadership, describing it as 
exegeting life. Professors live this out when they 
refer students to one another (just ask Dr. Oster 
a text criticism question), as do students when 
they engage in discussions and allow one another 
to shape their own perspectives.
 
Herein lies a key lesson HST has taught me — be 
attentive to the lessons God seeks to teach in the 
sometimes menial day-to-day and allow them to 
sink deeply into the heart, whether revealed by 
the young or the old, the low or the high, the 
secular or the divine.

M.A.   Master of Arts 
M.A.C.M.   Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
M.Div.   Master of Divinity
D.Min.   Doctor of Ministry
C.S.L.   Certificate in Spiritual Leadership

DEGREE PROGRAMS

Christmas Break (Offices Closed) 
Dec. 24-Jan. 1

Thanksgiving (Offices Closed) 
Nov. 21-23

Final Exams 
Dec. 3-7

MINISTRY & 
SCHOLARSHIP

HIGHLIGHTS

Bob Turner (HST library director) spoke 
at the Sulphur Well Church of Christ in 
Springville, Tennessee, and the Chenal 
Valley Church in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Garrett Best (M.Div., 2014) published 
an article, “The Historical and Rhetorical 
Gamaliel: Reading Luke’s Composition 
with Quintillian,” in Restoration Quarterly 
60, no. 3 (2018): 147-161.

Dr. Mark Powell published an article, 
“Proclaiming the Gospel at the Table,” in 
Christian Studies 30 (2018): 95-104.

By John Coffey, M.Div. student
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Pie Auction 
Jan. 26

Spring Semester Begins 
Jan. 22
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Continued from page 3:

1After Dr. West came deans Harold Hazelip (‘72), Philip Slate (‘86), Ed Myers (interim), Bill Flatt (‘93), and Evertt Huffard (‘99-‘15). For many of his 
years, Dr. Huffard served as both dean and vice president. Jim Martin became vice president in 2014 and Allen Black began serving as dean in 2015. 
Associate deans included Don Kinder, Vernon Ray, and Steve McLeod.

2Many full-time faculty have served over our 60 years. Those who served under Dr. West included his wife Velma, Richard Batey, George Gurganus, 
Jack Lewis, Bill Patterson, Paul Rotenberry, John Scott, Donald Sime, Philip Slate, Thomas Warren, Earl West, and James Zink. New full-time faculty 
under Dean Hazelip included Allen Black, Doug Brown, Joel Johnson, Mac Lynn, Carroll Osburn, Richard Oster, and Jack Vancil. Faculty added 
later include Dave Bland, Ed Gray, Carlus Gupton, Lance Hawley, John Mark Hicks, Evertt W. Huffard, John Kennedy, Don Kinder, Keith Mask, Phil 
McMillion, Mark Powell, Eddie Randolph, Jack Reese, and Kevin Shelby.

3Don Meredith followed Annie May Lewis as head librarian until his retirement in 2017. Bob Turner is now director of our library. Among the librarians 
who have served our library over the years are Bonnie Ulrey Barnes, Carisse Berryhill, Sheila Owen, and Melanie Pennington.  Others who have served 
in the library include Joy Carter, Charla Hinson, Pat Hughes, Evelyn Meredith, Tina Rogers, Pamela Shelby, Billie Thomason, and Sherma Reaves.  
Clyde Lewis, Jack’s brother, donated 7000 hours helping to digitize the library.

4Many full-time staff have served in a variety of capacities, including Robert Adams, Jeannie Alexander, Bob Amis, James Anders, Larry Arick, Linda 
Beard, Roberta Bender, Robert and Gail Brady, Vee Brasfield, Barbara Brown, Matt Carter,  Clara Clements, Belinda Curtis, Brenda Curtis, Sammie 
Daniels, Brenda David, Cora Epperson, Eudie Freeman, Glendol Grimes, Irene Gurganus, Amy Hagedorn, Mary Hamm, Sandra Hawk, Sherry Hedden, 
Rachel Hemphill, Ruth Herring, Peggy Hilbun, Glaman Hughes, Evelyn Humphreys, Virginia Johnson, Daphne Logan, LaCresha Longwell, Catherine 
Mars, Tracey Mason, Veronica Matthews, Jocelyn McField, Bettie McPherson, Oscar and Katy Moore, Greg Muse, Eddie Nelson, Sue Newbill, Marian 
Nunnally, Sandra Palmer, Mark Parker, Vernon Perry, Sherri Primm, Lynn Puckett, Dave Robbins, Art Roberts, Brenda Sain, Jean Saunders, Jerry 
(Blair) Schlosser, Darlene Shook, Nedra Sparks, Barbara Stubblefield, Irina Thiesen, Reneé Tucker, Jeannine Thweatt, Cecil Tomlinson, Marcella 
Trevathan, Dave Walker, Lloydene Wall, Kelly Ward, Faye Warren, Catherine Wilcoxson, and Gary Williams.

5Sources of information include Bill Flatt’s booklet “Harding University Graduate School of Religion: 25 Years in Memphis,” and Evertt Huffard’s “HST 
60th Anniversary Celebration Speech,” Sept. 7, 2018.




