Bridge
The

VOLUME 58, NO. 2, WINTER 2018

®

FIND US
®

®

hst.edu

@hst_edu

Facebook.com/hst.edu

HST will receive a small
percentage of the profit at
no extra cost to you. Place
all your Amazon orders
through hst.edu/books.

Go Paperless
hst.edu/bridge
Subscribe to The Bridge
electronic newsletter
and have it delivered
to your inbox.

IN THIS ISSUE

®

Vice President’s Office
901-432-7719
jimmartin@hst.edu
Dean’s Office
901-432-7721
dean@hst.edu
Associate Dean’s Office
901-432-7733
smcleod@hst.edu
Admissions Office
800-680-0809
hstadmissions@hst.edu
Advancement Office
901-432-7723
hstadvancement@hst.edu
Library Office
901-432-7731
rjturner@hst.edu
The Bridge Editor
901-432-7723
rhemphill@hst.edu
Harding School of Theology
1000 Cherry Road
Memphis, TN 38117

Editor’s Digest

The

Bridge
The Bridge is published quarterly
by Harding School of Theology
for alumni, students, prospective
students, contributors and friends.
Editor
Rachel Hemphill
Copy Editor
Jennifer Hannigan
Designer
Heather Gould
Contributors
Larry Arick, Allen Black,
Lance Hawley, Rachel Hemphill,
Jim Martin, Greg Muse

Page 3

REFLECTIONS FROM THE VP

Page 4

ASIAN & LATIN AMERICAN
SABBATICALS

Page 5

AN ABUNDANCE OF BLESSINGS
THE MISSION OF KINGDOM WORK

Page 6

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
SCHOLARSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

Page 7

CHAPEL HIGHLIGHTS

Photo Credits
Heather Gould, Rachel Hemphill,
Jeff Montgomery

NEWS & EVENTS

Cover Photo
Rachel Hemphill

THE BOTTOM LINE

Page 8

  Larry Arick retired as the director of advancement in November after almost 20
years at HST. Larry was dedicated and passionate about his work. He truly had faith
in the providence of God, and he lived this faith out through his work. He believed in
the mission of HST. This was evident through his tireless work for the school and its
students over the years. While we are sad to say good bye to Larry, we are excited to welcome Greg Muse as the new director of advancement
(pictured along with Larry on the cover). Greg began Dec. 1 and has already enthusiastically hit the ground running. Although we had several
transitions last year at HST, our mission is unwavering. And our mission is still not possible without your support.
   Recently, an anonymous donor created a unique opportunity for anyone who wishes to give to an HST endowment fund. This donor has
promised to match donations to any of the HST endowment funds up to a total of $400,000 over four years.
   These endowments are critical to many of our students’ ability to take classes and earn a degree at HST because student scholarships come
directly from our endowment funds. The majority of our students work either full-time or part-time jobs but still could not afford to attend
classes without the scholarships they receive from HST.
   As we enter this new year and make resolutions to do new and better things with our lives and our resources, please consider supporting
HST. The financial support of our donors makes the ministry of HST possible. We are so thankful for our community of supporters!
   You can give by mail (1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117), online (hst.edu/giving) or phone (901-432-7723). You should mention
the matching offer above when you submit your gift. If you have any questions, you may contact the Advancement Office at 901-432-7723 or
hstadvancement@hst.edu. Please continue to pray for the work being done in and through HST.
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Some of the Best Ministers I Know
BY DR. JIM MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT

   Years ago, I asked Dr. Charles Siburt, a long-time minister
and church consultant, “Who are the best ministers you know?
Who would be on a list of 10?” Charles laughed and said, “Jim, you
wouldn’t know any of these people. In fact, most of them are not
well-known at all.”
   I wasn’t sure what he meant. After all, I knew many
ministers at the time. I was regularly hearing various ministers
speak at large church gatherings. Surely, these people were the
very best ministers. Well, maybe. Maybe not. What I have since
learned is that some
of the very best
ministers I know
have never spoken at
large gatherings of
Christians or church
leaders. Some serve in
relative obscurity.
   When I was a
very young minister,
I perceived that the
ministers who spoke
well and whose names were familiar were obviously the very best
ministers. Some of these people talked about “standing room only”
in their classes at the lectureships. Still others seemed to be asked
regularly to keynote certain special events. Nothing is wrong with
any of this.
   The problem was not with them but with me. Nothing is
wrong with speaking to large crowds, being well-known, or being
a person whom crowds clamor to hear.Yet, for some reason, I had
concluded that these were the very best ministers.
  Maybe.
  Maybe not.
   The truth is that some of the best ministry may happen in
large churches in urban areas. It may also take place in out-of-theway places. Rural areas. Remote villages. Locations that are far
from the Christian college events. Countries other than the

United States.
   Some of the best preaching may occur before large crowds.
Hundreds or thousands may gather in large buildings on Sunday
morning and hear a particular preacher. On the other hand, some
of the best preaching occurs before small crowds of people in
churches that might seem remote and obscure.
   Some ministers seem to be surrounded by Christians who
are supportive and encouraging. These ministers appear to have
quite a support network. Others rarely experience gatherings with
supportive groups of
Christians. They may
often feel isolated and
may be very lonely.
  Some ministers
are good with words.
They seem to have a
memorable line on
every occasion. They
say it well. Other
ministers may be
good with both words
and works.Yes, their words are well-spoken, but their lives are
memorable because of their service and discipleship. They say it
well and live it well.
   Some ministers are highly sought after by churches looking
for a new preacher. Other preachers may feel almost invisible as
churches search for a new minister. A person can be very visible
and live a highly significant life in Christ. On the other hand, a
person can feel rather unimportant and invisible and yet also live
an extraordinary life in Christ.
   Who are the best ministers? I don’t know.
   I do know that so many of our graduates are serving God all
over the world. Some of you are rather well-known to many of
us. Others serve in relative obscurity. In the meantime, the Father
knows your faithfulness and your service. In his eyes, you may be
one of his best.

“Yes, their words are well-spoken, but
their lives are memorable because of
their service and discipleship. They say
it well and live it well.”
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Rachel Hemphill

Selvin and Dunia Monterroso stand on the Mansion steps with their son, Joseph, upon arriving in Memphis in August. They
enthusiastically participated in campus life, which began with a viewing party of the solar eclipse on the Mansion lawn.

Asian & Latin American Sabbaticals
BY DR. ALLEN BLACK, DEAN
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for preachers, teachers, missionaries and other leaders in Latin
America associated with Churches of Christ.
   Selvin is a Baxter alumnus, graduating from there in 2000
and then receiving a master’s degree in theology and history from
Abilene Christian University in 2003. He has preached in a variety
of churches throughout his training and his career at Baxter. While
at HST this semester he has audited courses in New Testament
Introduction, Greek, Apologetics and the New Testament World.
He has represented Baxter and Latin American missions on HST’s
campus, in chapel, and in our Missions Interest Group. Baxter
President Steve Teel came to the States this semester, and Selvin
traveled and spoke with him in four states.
   We have also been blessed by Monterroso’s wife, Dunia, and
little boy, Joseph. The entire family has enriched both HST and
the Hispanic church that meets at the Church of Christ at White
Station building, La Iglesia de Cristo.

Rachel Hemphill

   The Hogan-Cate Asian Missions Sabbatical grant is named in
honor of longtime missionaries to Asia: Gordon and Jane Hogan
and Steve and Jean Cate. This year’s recipient is Ong Chong Fatt
from Malaysia. Chong Fatt has been preaching full time in Malaysia
since 1975 with the exception of a few years that he spent at
Abilene Christian University pursuing bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in Bible. He preached at the Penang Church of Christ
from 1975-92 and has been preaching for the Petaling Jaya church
since 1996. For more than 20 years he also has been a visiting
teacher, lecturing for a month every two years at the South Pacific
Bible College in Tauranga, New Zealand.
   The Asian Missions Sabbatical has given Chong Fatt the
opportunity for many experiences while living on HST’s campus.
He has audited courses in preaching, counseling and apologetics.
He has been able to talk about the work in Malaysia in various
parts of the U.S. including the Harding University Lectureship and
Abilene Christian University’s Summit. He has visited with former
teachers, former missionaries to Malaysia and Singapore, former
converts, and former students.
   Chong Fatt’s presence on our campus, in our classes and in
our chapel has been a great blessing to faculty, staff and students
alike. On more formal occasions like speaking in chapel or
monthly Missions Interest Group meetings or in less formal
settings like conversations over a meal or a cup of coffee, Chong
Fatt has shared his faith and experiences in Malaysia with us. Our
faith has been strengthened, and our love for our spiritual family
throughout Asia has been deepened.
   This year’s recipient of the Latin American Missions
Sabbatical grant is Selvin Monterroso, who is from Guatemala
and has served as a teacher and also as dean of Baxter Institute
in Honduras since 2004. Baxter is the only four-year school

Ong Chong Fatt enjoys living on campus and participating in
regularly scheduled activities such as chapel.

An Abundance of Blessings
BY LARRY ARICK, RETIRED DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

   After much thought and prayer, I retired as director of
advancement for Harding School of Theology on Nov. 30, 2017. I
began my “job” at HST on Aug. 1, 1998. I quickly realized my job
was a ministry, and every day was filled with blessings.
   I was blessed and am thankful to work with a wonderful staff
who often stepped out of their regular responsibilities to help
with special events such as luncheons, dinners, 5K races and pie
auctions. None of these events would be possible without their
help.
   I am thankful for our many volunteers and the many ways
they used their time to help make our events successful.
   I am thankful for our faculty and the special relationship they
develop with our students.
   I am thankful for our students. I was privileged to meet
prospective students and witness their spiritual growth to
graduation. It was a blessing to see how God guided their footsteps
wherever he needed them.
   I am thankful for our graduates who are making a difference
in churches, universities, high schools, counseling centers, faith-

based nonprofits, and other areas where they are serving.
   I am thankful for friends and family who encouraged me
along the way.
   I am thankful for 3,370 donors who have given 57,558 gifts
to date! I am thankful for the trust they had in HST knowing their
gifts would be used in the way they intended.
   I am very thankful for Harding University. Without its
support, there would be no HST. I am thankful for the patience
and support I received, especially early in my career as I was
finding my way.
   Again, I am thankful for all of these I have mentioned. One
of the biggest blessings for me was the opportunity to meet people
I otherwise would not have met. Now that I have received these
blessings, I can’t imagine what life would have been without them.
   I pray the Lord’s continued blessings on HST. I pray that
those of you who are reading this article and have never made
a gift to HST will consider making a gift to HST. Every gift is a
blessing. God bless.

The Mission of Kingdom Work
BY GREG MUSE, DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

   When Dr. Jim Martin asked me
to have coffee last August, I thought
he was going to ask for an increase
in my modest annual contribution
to the HST operating fund. Imagine
the surprise when he asked if I would
consider interviewing for the director of
advancement position as Larry Arick had
announced his retirement.
   You could say I’m not a natural
candidate for the role that Larry filled
so ably. My professional background is
32 years of federal government service
as a bank examiner for the FDIC. Those
are the nice people who insure your
deposits. After retiring as an ombudsman
for the FDIC in Washington D.C.,
I returned to my adopted home in
Memphis for a new life of
volunteer service.

   Isn’t it funny how providence
intervenes? One of my first volunteer
projects was organizing and recording
the papers of the late Jim Bill McInteer,
housed in the HST library. I loved
hanging out with Don Meredith, Evelyn
Meredith, Sheila Owen and Bob Turner.
Librarians to the core, they still know
how to have fun and treated me like a
colleague. I would wander over to the
administration building for coffee with
Daphne Logan, watch the theology
students lead in chapel, and stick my
head in Larry’s office to see how his day
was going. These dedicated Christian
professionals love what they do and are
consumed with the mission of kingdom
work. How I envied them. And now I’m
one of them.
   It’s still in the early days to say if

I will do well in advancement for HST.
Larry left a strong foundation of donors
upon which to build. I am surrounded by
a great staff, including my assistant and
communications guru Rachel Hemphill,
who seem very interested in my success.
All I can say to the many HST supporters
and sacrificial contributors is that I will
do my best to honor your faith in me
and HST. Please continue to pray for the
students, their professors, and the staff.
   If I don’t reach out to you first,
just give me a call, write, or stop by the
HST campus. I would love to meet you
in person and give you a tour of our
campus. Feel free to send me your ideas
for preparing HST to meet the needs of
the next generation of God’s servants.
   Oh, by the way, I’m increasing my
annual contribution to HST …

hst.edu
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“HST challenges
Christian leaders
to develop deeper
faith in God and
higher standards
of ministry and
scholarship.”

Ministry
HIGHLIGHTS

Scholarship
HIGHLIGHTS

Faculty  Dr. Evertt Huffard served as a resource for the

missions committee at the University Church of Christ in Murray,
Kentucky, and the China missions committee at Highland Church
of Christ in Memphis in October. He was a resource for the leaders
at the Waterloo Church of Christ in Ontario, Canada, and gave a
seminar on leadership for the area church leaders in November. He
was also the keynote speaker for the Euro-American Family Retreat
in Rothenburg, Germany, Nov. 18-22. Additionally, he preached at
Millington (Tennessee) Church of Christ, the Church of Christ at
White Station in Memphis, and Goodman Oaks Church of Christ in
Mississippi from October through December.

Staff  Matt Carter conducted the One Body Workshop at

Cordova Community Church of Christ in Tennessee on Oct. 29,
Gwinnett Church of Christ on Nov. 12 in Georgia, and Campus
View Church of Christ in Georgia on Dec. 3. The workshop assists
churches in helping Christians find their place in the body of Christ.

Rachel Hemphill

Faculty, staff and students pose for a holiday-themed photo in front of
the Mansion in December.
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Alumni  Steven Tramel Gaines (M.Div., 2015) presented

his paper “John A. Scott Sr.’s Response to Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Assassination” at the Graduate Association of African American
History’s 18th Annual Conference in African American History at
the University of Memphis on Oct. 20. He also published his article
“No Half Savior: Jarena Lee’s Autobiography as Prophetic Rhetoric”
in Carolinas Communication Annual, Vol. 33.
Bryan Greene (M.Div., 2015) was commissioned as a Navy
chaplain in the chapel at Harding School of Theology on Oct. 4.
Stephen Pate (M.Div., 2015) was the commissioning officer.

Faculty  Dr. Carlus Gupton participated in continuing
education for Grip-Birkman certified coaches Oct. 31-Nov. 3 in
Greenwood, Indiana.

Dr. Lance Hawley presented “The Rhetoric of Condemnation
in the Book of Job” at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual
Meeting in Boston in November.
Dr. Mark Powell presented “500 Years Later: Martin Luther
and the Ninety-Five Theses” at the Beebe Church of Christ in
Arkansas in October. Additionally, he spoke on “Focusing on the
Fundamentals: Faith, Hope, and Love” at the Atlanta Inner-City
Ministry Victory Banquet in Atlanta in November.

Students  Luke Dockery (M.Div.) published an e-book on

family ministry titled “Youth in Family Ministry: A Handbook.” The
e-book can be ordered at https://gumroad.com/l/youthinfamily#.

Law of the LORD
BY DR. LANCE HAWLEY, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF OLD TESTAMENT

Rachel Hemphill

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
stand in the path of sinners, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
rather, his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and he meditates on His law day and night.”
(Psalm 1:1-2)
   So begins the book of Psalms with this observation about a life dedicated to the study
of the law of the LORD. In the next verse, the psalmist claims the law is a source of life,
comparing the one who abides in God’s law as a strong and fruitful tree whose leaf does
not wither. The law has not always been characterized in such glowing terms. In Christian
churches, it is sometimes thought of as a burden from which Christ has set us free. Without denying the freedom we experience in
Christ, it is important to push back against the maligning of the law as burdensome. Sin is burdensome, but the law is sweeter than
honey (Psalms 19:10, 119:103). The law of the LORD is divine instruction, God’s self-revelation and a gracious gift. The law is good,
bringing life and wisdom (Psalm 19:7).
   The Hebrew word torah, used in the first psalm to signify “law,” evokes a broad concept that incorporates all instruction from the
mouth of God, from the command spoken at the beginning of creation (Genesis 1:3), to God’s word of peace flowing out of Zion (Isaiah
2:3), and to the climactic divine word expressed in the incarnation of Jesus. Torah has always been and remains God’s way of revealing
his character and will. Keepers of Torah simply seek to live out the will of God as an expression of thanks and submission: Not my will,
but yours be done.
   The clearest expression of law giving for Israel is at Mount Sinai. Here the people meet the holy God who has rescued them from
slavery in Egypt and make a covenant with him, sealed in blood. Here God defines what it means to be Israel, His people, by the giving
of the law, and the people vow to keep his precepts. The law is an essential feature of the making of “a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6),
revealing a way for Israel to live out its unique identity as Yahweh’s people.
   Although there are numerous laws that deserve Christian reflection including ordinances for ritual purity, morality, and ethical
treatment of neighbors and foreigners, the 10 commands of Exodus 20 express the core from which all other biblical law flows. They
move from commanding loyalty to Yahweh alone, to keeping of the holy day, and to righteous treatment of family and neighbors. The
final commandment legislates against coveting, which is concerned with internal thoughts and motivations. These laws are expounded
upon multiple times throughout the Old and New Testaments. Jesus himself, in the spirit of the 10th command on internal motivations,
reinterprets the precepts set out at Sinai in order to show the heart of the law (Matthew 5:17-48). Jesus also quotes Leviticus 19:18 as a
way of summing up the core of the law, calling his disciples to love God and love one’s neighbor. Jesus did not come to do away with the
law but to demonstrate the law and to live the will of God. (Continued on Page 8)
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Pie Auction
Jan. 27

Run for the Son 5K
March 24
Intensive CourseWeek
March 5-10

60th Annual Commencement

May 12

Donor Appreciation Luncheon
April 26

Dr. Bruce McLarty addresses donors, friends,
alumni, faculty, and staff of HST at the annual
fall dinner Nov. 11 in Memphis.
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Heather Gould

Law of the LORD
   So why is the law so good?
Why is it worthy of our meditation?
Because it teaches us about the
identity of the LORD. Moreover,
it teaches us to be holy as Yahweh
himself is holy (Leviticus 11:44-45;
19:2) and to care for the oppressed,
just as Yahweh has cared for us. What
a gift! We have a God full of grace and

(Continued from Page 7)

truth, who leads us in living lives of
grace and truth.
   The psalmist of Psalm 1 no
doubt knew the struggles of living
up to the standards set out at Sinai,
but he also knew the grace that
accompanies life within the covenant.
“Yahweh,Yahweh, a God who is
compassionate and gracious” (Exodus

34:6). The law is a delight because it
is an expression of God’s grace, a gift
to teach us and to lead us. There is no
greater joy than to know God and live
out his will.
“May the words of our mouths and the
meditation of our hearts be pleasing to
you, O LORD, our rock and our redeemer”
(Psalm 19:14).

