
V O L U M E  5 3 ,  N O .  2 ,  FA L L  2 0 1 2

1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117, www.hst.edu

INS IDE
2   Dean’s Note 

God in Africa

3  Alumni
 Africans Claiming Africa         

for Christ; Missions Research 

in HST Library

4  Advancement
 Only God Can Count              

the Number

5  Faculty                      
News and Notes

6   Campus 

Shepherds Network                 

Encourages, Enriches             

Participants

7   Students 

Unlikely Harvester

8   Final Word 

Available Resources

THE

Our graduates give back to HST at about three times the national average. Larry Arick 
asked some of our alumni to briefly express why, with so many needs in the world, 
they continue to give to HST. This is what they said.

Paying It Forward

Furby

“The reason I give and will continue to give is because the 
longer I am in ministry, the more I am able to identify how the 
training gained at Harding reveals itself in significant ways. I 
saw a lot of that right off the bat, but it seems that each week 
since then I have been able to spot other ‘Harding finger-
prints’ that bring to mind professors, fellow classmates and 
experiences from Harding.  

“To give to Harding does two things: It is my way of saying 
thanks (paying not because I have to but because I want to), 
and it is my way of helping to prepare others with the same 
excellent training I had. One day my kids will be attending 
worship in other congregations, and I want to be able to say I 
invested in responsible preaching other than just my own.”

  
Spencer Furby (D.Min., 2005)
Slicer Street Church of Christ

Kennett, Mo.
 

“I was once told that individual contributions are precious, 
no matter the amount that is given. This gave me a workable 
sense of mission to support with my money something that I 
love. And I love HST because what I experienced during my 
study there was wonderful. I want others to be a part of the 
great academics and great community involvement, both in-
side and outside campus.”

 
 Makoto Tateno (M.Div., 2011)

Associate director of international admissions
Ohio Valley University

Tateno
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God in Africa

I have been blessed with 
two opportunities to 
serve in Zambia. In Au-

gust, I spoke on the frontiers 
of leadership in Africa at the 
ACA conference in Lusaka 
and visited Mapepe Bible 
College. In October and No-
vember I have been teaching 
a missions class for students 
from Harding University at 
the Namwianga Mission in 
Zambia. Harding University 
has 131 students in five inter-
national sites this semester, 
one of which is at Namwi-
anga. Two “missionary kids” 
have been teaching mission 
classes for the 27 students 
from Harding — Jeremy 
Daggett (a student at HST) 
and me. He taught the first 
half of the semester, and I 
am teaching the second half. 

Like many in the Harding 
family, I heard George Ben-
son refer to Zambia several 
times. I read the Dew Break-
ers, Pot Holes, Putting Out 
the Fleece, and A Great 
Light Dawning. I am deeply 
appreciative of the mission 
efforts of pioneers like the 

Merritts, Lawyers, Shewmak-
ers, Hobbys and others, and 
it is a special blessing for me 
to be at Namwianga.

These pioneers went to 
Africa knowing the perils to 
their family and their own 
lives. The history of pioneers 
like David Livingstone and 
countless others is a story 
of great courage and vi-
sion. David Livingstone was 
mauled by a lion, lived for 
years a semi-nomadic life in 
Africa, and went for years 
without seeing another Euro-
pean. Lamin Sanneh, an Afri-
can and professor of African 
studies at Yale, said it well: 
“The missionary contribution 
of outsiders to the modern 
awakening of Africa has few 
parallels and should stand 
as a monument to the scal-
ing down of cross-cultural 
barriers. We should give 
praise and honor to God 
that he raised in the Western 
church servants of his cause 
in Africa and elsewhere. The 
dry bones of many of these 
missionaries, rising from their 
unmarked graves, gave voice 

to our ancestors.”
God is clearly doing 

something in Africa. The 
number of African Christians 
doubles on the average of 
every 12 years since the 
1850s. Because Christianity 
is thriving in Africa we need 
not assume it was always im-
posed on Africans by insensi-
tive westerners but should 
appreciate the great initia-
tive Africans have taken to 
spread the word. They car-
ried on when many foreign-
ers died or left prematurely. 
With limited resources and 
personal sacrifice they took 
the gospel to the next village 
or region.

A comforting thought for 
missionaries in Africa, and for 
me, is the assurance that the 
LORD of all nations is at work 
in Africa long before we ar-
rive. As one African declared, 
“Your God did not send 
you here; our God brought 
you here!” I have heard a 
seasoned missionary say, “I 
met God in Africa.” 

It all becomes very real to 
me each Sunday as I com-
mune with my African sisters 
and brothers. The Lord’s 
Supper declares — in spite 
of all the cultural, linguistic 
and life differences — that 
the one constant we all share 
is the spiritual need of the in-
ner person to find hope and 
blessing in Jesus Christ, sent 
by God to all people.

Dr. Evertt W. Huffard
(dean@hst.edu)Evertt Huffard preaches at Mapepe Bible College
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Fry Committed        
to God’s Work 

Bobbie Fry is an exemplar of 
HST donors. A resident of Kir-
by Pines Retirement Commu-
nity in Memphis and a long-
time member of the Church 
of Christ at White Station, the 
emotional depth of her com-
mitment is clear when asked 
why she gives to the school.

“What I have belongs to the 
Lord,” she proclaims. “Make 
sure you give the glory to God 
Almighty, Jesus Christ, and our 
Holy Spirit, not to me.” She is 
adamantly committed to God’s 
work and acts on that commit-
ment by supporting HST.

Past Alumni        
President Dies 

HST notes with sorrow the 
passing in September of Clar-
ence Sparks Jr., 80, of Lake 
Cormorant, Miss. Sparks 
earned academic degrees 
from Freed-Hardeman Uni-
versity, Lipscomb University 
and Harding School of Theol-
ogy. He was a minister for 
the church of Christ for more 
than 50 years, past president 
of the HST Alumni Associa-
tion, and, at the time of his 
death, was a member of 
Southaven Church of Christ.

We’re on Facebook 
Join HST students, alumni 

and friends on our Facebook 
page, 
www.face 
book.com/

hst.edu, and let us know why 
you continue to support HST.

Harding School of Theology 

challenges Christian leaders 

to develop deeper faith in 

God and higher standards 

of ministry and scholarship.

Africans Claiming               
Africa for Christ

V ice President/Dean Evertt W. Huffard joined HST alumni and other African missionaries 
and church leaders at the Africans Claiming Africa for Christ (ACAC) Conference held 
Aug. 8-12 in Zambia.

Front row: David French (M.Div., D.Min.; Zambia), Biodun Owolabi (M.A.C.M.; Nigeria), Larry 
Stephens (M.Th.; Kenya) Back row: Robert Meyer (M.Div.; Angola), Evertt W. Huffard, Matt 
Miller (M.Div.; Togo and Rwanda)

I n the last few months 
two scholars have been 
on campus doing re-

search in the library’s large 
collection of mission materi-
als related to the churches 
of Christ. Among these ma-
terials are mission reports, 
institutional newsletters, area 
missions’ histories and theses 
written at HST.

Dr. Robert Hooper, retired 
chairman of the department 
of history and political sci-
ence at Lipscomb University, 
is working on the history of 
post-World War II missions of 
the churches of Christ in Eu-
rope and the Philippines. He 
is supplementing interviews 
with some of the surviving 

missionaries of that period 
with information from the 
print materials in the library.

Missions Resource Net-
work is compiling the mis-
sions history of churches 
of Christ in more than 100 
nations where their mission-
aries have served. Dr. Bob 
Waldron, the director for re-
search, recently spent a week 
in the HST library gathering 
material soon to be posted 
on their wiki site, http://
missions-history.wikispaces.
com/. Editors familiar with 
missions in different areas 
will be selected to keep the 
information current. “What 
our missionaries have done 
in the past and what they are 

doing even now will provide 
insights to elders, missions 
committees and missionary 
candidates,” says Waldron.

The library has books, 
pamphlets and songbooks 
in about 20 languages in its 
missions collection. If you 
are a missionary associated 
with the churches of Christ, 
the HST library would like to 
have copies of your reports 
(print or email), mission his-
tories, periodicals, and any 
materials or books you have 
produced or translated as a 
part of your work. 

Don L. Meredith
(dmeredith@hst.edu)

Missions Research             
in HST Library
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Alumni Notes 

Jim Woodroof (M.A., 1967) an-
nounces the publication of his 
latest book, Famous Sayings of 
Jesus. He was also presented 
with the Distinguished Chris-
tian Service Award at the 2012 
Pepperdine Bible Lectures — 
an honor, according to Wood-
roof, “due certainly in part to 
Harding Graduate School.” 

In October, Duncan Camp-
bell (M.A., 2006) delivered 
a seminar on “Tribal Youth 
Ministry: Exploring a Multi-
generational Approach” at 
Westside Church of Christ in 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

Leon Sanderson (M.A., M.R.E., 
M.Th. and D.Min.) and Dwight 
Albright (M.A., M.Th.) were 
honored as Outstanding 
Alumni of Harding University 
in October.

The Baxter Institute in Tegu-
cigalpa, Honduras, has asked 
Steve Teel (D.Min., 2010) to 
serve as their next president, 
effective Jan. 1, 2013. The 
preacher’s college is a four-
year school with 55 students. 
It will celebrate its 50th an-
niversary next year. Teel will 
also serve as president of 
Association Amicus, a Hon-
duran NPO that serves the 
impoverished of Honduras 
through the James Moody Ad-
ams Clinic. 

Dr. Curtis D. McClane (M.Div. 
1988) announces the publica-
tion of his book: The Habitat 
of Hospitality: Being Jesus for 
a World in Need. McClane is 
mnister of the Word, prayer 
and outreach at Highland 
View Church of Christ in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn.

American author 
Robert H. Schuller 
wrote, “Anyone can 

count the number of seeds 
in an apple but only God can 
count the number of apples 
in a seed.” I heard this quo-
tation for the first time the 
same week we announced 
the establishment of a schol-
arship fund honoring Quintin 
Baker, a 26-year-old HST stu-
dent who lost his battle with 
sickle cell anemia in May. 
Baker’s death stunned his 
fellow students and the HST 
faculty and staff. We all loved 
him and will remember his 
smile that greeted us.

Baker made the most of 
his 26 years. He knew he only 
had a limited amount of time 
to make a difference in the 
lives of people he met. And 
did he make a difference! I 
had the blessing of visiting 
his hometown for a memo-
rial service in his honor. I also 
went to meet the people 
who shaped his life and to 
meet the people whose lives 
he shaped — from his fifth-
grade Sunday school teacher 
to his grandfather and grand-
mother. Anyone can count 
the number of years that 
Baker lived, but only God 
can count the number of 
people he blessed.

At the Harding University 
89th Annual Bible Lecture-
ship, we hosted a luncheon 
for HST graduates. More 
than 100 of our 1,400 gradu-
ates were in attendance, 
many of whom had more 
than 40 years in ministry as 
teachers, preachers, counsel-
ors, missionaries, and those 
in other faith-based nonprofit 
ministries. Each of these 

Only God Can                
Count the Number

graduates are making the 
most of the time God gives 
them to serve. In September, 
we honored and established 
an endowment fund for for-
mer HST dean Dr. Bill Flatt 
for his 50-plus years in min-
istry. Anyone can count the 
number of our graduates, 
but only God can count the 
number of lives they touch. 

Many of you who receive 
a copy of The Bridge are 
partners with us to equip 
leaders for ministry wherever 
God leads them. We want 
everyone to have this op-
portunity to make a sacrificial 
gift in an amount from $10 
to $100,000 or any amount 
in between. You can specify 

your gift in honor of Baker, 
Flatt or anyone else you 
choose to honor. We are en-
closing an envelope for your 
convenience. If you are inter-
ested in getting information 
regarding making a chari-
table gift or estate planning, 
please email me at larick@
harding.edu or call me at 
901-432-7727.  

Anyone can count the 
number of gifts to the       
Harding School of Theolo-
gy, but only God can count 
the number of lives one gift 
will bless.   

Larry Arick
(larick@harding.edu)

Evertt Huffard, Larry Arick, and  
Louise and Bill Flatt

Clifton L. Ganus Jr., Bill 
Flatt and David  B. Burks.



5

BRIEFS

F A C U L T Y

News and Notes 

HST Online

	• Find up-to-date informa-
tion about what’s happen-
ing on campus through the 
HST Web page and blog: 
hst.edu

 • Locate Memphis-area 
churches: hst.edu/directory

 • Find a ministry job: hst.
edu/ministry-jobs

 • Subscribe to The Bridge or 
change your print subscrip-
tion to an e-subscription: 
hst.edu/bridge

 • Research biblical, ministe-
rial, theological topics in 
library resources: hst.edu/
library

	• Check out the current and 
upcoming course schedule 
and syllabi: hst.edu/syllabi

Dr. Ed Gray trained 
leaders from 20 
churches in “Mar-

riage Mentoring: 12 Conver-
sations” in Starkville, Miss., 
Aug. 17-18. He conducted 
premarital training workshops 
in Memphis Sept. 20 and in 
Helena, Mont., Sept. 27.

Dr. Dave Bland participat-
ed in the Evangelical Homi-
letic Society meeting in New 
Orleans Oct. 11-13. He also 
attended the Academy of 
Homiletics and the Society of 
Biblical Literature meetings 

in Chicago Nov. 15-18.
Dr. Eddie Randolph spent 

Oct. 27-29 with the South 
Hills Church of Christ in Hel-
ena, Mont., working with the 
church on the appointment 
of shepherds in the newly 
merged congregation.

Dr. Steve McLeod, associ-
ate dean, was part of a site 
visit team in October for the 
Association of Theological 
Schools. The team examined 
a Nashville extension site for 
a seminary in Kansas. 

Dr. Allen Black gave five 
lectures on the book of He-
brews at the European Chris-
tian Workshop in Lancaster, 
England, Aug. 23-25.

Dr. Evertt W. Huffard 
provided leadership training 
for Iglesia de Cristo, Mem-
phis, in September.

Drs. Mark Powell, Phil 
McMillion, Bland, Ran-
dolph, Huffard, and Jack 
Lewis spoke at the Harding 
University 89th Annual Bible 
Lectureship in October.

THE

Bridge

Dr. Jack Lewis’ autobiography, As I Remember It, has been published by Gospel Advocate 
and is available for purchase. All profits go to the HST Library. A book signing was held at 
White Station Church of Christ in Memphis during October.

Early Palestine Explorers, Lewis’ book about archaeologists, is expected to be published by 
ACU Press in the very near future.

Annie May Alston Lewis, longtime HST librarian, was honored in the dedication of the 
Lewis House, a Legacy Park residence hall on the campus of Harding University, Oct. 27. 

Gray Bland Randolph McLeod Black          Huffard Powell         McMillion 
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Save the Date  
Associated Women for Har-

ding will hold their annual pie 
auction and chili supper on Feb. 
2, 2013. Join us at 6 p.m. in 
the Church of Christ at White 
Station fellowship hall for our 
usual food, fun and fellowship 
while raising money for HST 
scholarships.

Tweet 
Away 

Keep up with 
the latest HST 

announcements on Twitter 
at twitter.com/hst_edu and   
twitter.com/hstlib.

Convocation Begins 
Academic Year

HST kicked off the year with 
our annual convocation Aug. 
20. Dr. Monte Cox, dean of 
the College of Bible and Min-
istry at Harding University 
(Searcy, Ark.) spoke on our 
theme for the year, “Lord of 
the Nations.” Dr. Cox served 
as a missionary in Kenya for 
10 years prior to becoming a 
full-time teacher at Harding.

C A M P U S

M ore than 80 church 
leaders from 11 
states participated 

in the most recent Shep-
herds Network held Sept. 
21-23, centering around the 

theme: “And He Gave Them 
Shepherds: God’s Gift to the 
Church for Equipping and 
Maturing.” This weekend 
was designed for encour-

Shepherds Network         
Enriches Participants

agement and enrichment to 
shepherds, their wives and 
potential shepherds who 
serve local congregations. 
Practical sessions on mentor-
ing leaders, spiritual forma-
tion, personal stories, case 
studies and forgiveness were 
shared by people who have 
been there.  

 This Shepherds Network 
also featured panel discus-
sions on “Church-Planting 
Churches” by representa-
tives from the three churches 
planted by the Sunset 
Church of Christ in Spring-
field, Mo.; “Growing an El-
dership for the First Time” by 
the leadership of South Ger-
mantown (Tenn.) Church of 

Christ; and the challenges of 
the generations by Bob Turn-
er and his parents, Bruce and 
Vicki Turner. The participants 
had opportunities to network 
with men and women from 
other congregations while 
gaining a fresh perspective 
on the task of shepherding.  

The next Shepherds Net-
work is planned for April 
12-14, 2013. We continue to 
look for opportunities to help 
regional Shepherds Net-
works develop. For informa-
tion on the Shepherds Net-
work at HST or developing 
one in your region, please 
contact Dr. Eddie Randolph 
at erandolph@hst.edu or 
901-432-7724.

Lord of All Nations
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H e came to River City 
Ministry with barely 
any knowledge or 

understanding of the culture 
of poverty. He brought his 
sweet wife and small child. 
He came to give himself first 
to You and second to answer 
Your call on his life to be a 
missionary in this place.

He’d been pretty ac-
tive in short term missions, 
served as a youth minister in 
a mid-sized church, and had 
some reaching out, but his 
evangelistic opportunities 
and experience had been 
sparse at best. He was lucky 
to get to immerse the kids 
in his youth group. It’s not 
because of any lack of desire 
to assist You in saving souls, 
just mostly because he’s 
not been in an environment 
where leading the lost to You 
has been a priority. That’s 
changed for Chase over the 
past 18 months. 

Chase loves people, and 
his heart leads him to serve 
and shepherd hurting souls. 
His natural giftedness is pas-
toral, so meeting new people 
and striking up a conversation 

that would lead to the impor-
tant questions of becoming a 
Christian wasn’t easy for him. 
That was, at first.

Sharing the Good News 
in one’s own culture is not 
easy, but, with the added 
dimension of crossing into a 
different culture, a new lan-
guage has to be learned. In 
this case, he had to learn the 
culture of poverty and home-
lessness. And let me tell you 
that, after serving in this cul-
ture more than 20 years now, 
just because we both speak 
English does not mean we 
speak the same language.

So, throughout his ap-
prenticeship, Chase has 
consistently given himself to 
learning how to communi-
cate in this foreign culture. 
It should prove to help him 
as he and his family travel to 
bring Jesus to Peru a year or 
two from now.

And though it’s not been 
without ups and downs, dif-
ficulties in communication, 
his having to learn a new 
language of poverty, and 
overcoming challenges of 
personal growth, Your man 

Chase has assisted You in 
leading 63 souls to the wa-
ters of baptism and 75 to be 
restored back to You. Makes 
You pretty happy, huh, Lord?

Our executive director Jim 
Woodell said it well. “Chase 
is the perfect example of a 
person who didn’t have the 
gift of evangelism but gave 
himself to learning and has 
become very effective in 
leading the lost to Jesus.”

I wonder if it’s not so 
much that Chase didn’t have 
the gift of evangelism as it 
has been that he’s in an en-
vironment in which it can be 
released.

Lord, You sent this man 
to RCM, and he has become 
a harvester of souls in Your 
vineyard. Thank you.

“... Ask the Lord of the 
harvest ... to send out work-
ers into his harvest field.” 
Matthew 9:38, NIV

Anthony Wood
Assistant Director,             
River City Ministry

©2012 Anthony Wood. 
Reprinted with permission. 
www.RiverCityMinistry.org

S T U D E N T S

Unlikely Harvester 

 

 

McLarty Named 
Harding President

Dr. John O. Simmons, chair-
man of the Harding’s board of 
trustees, announced on Nov. 
1, 2012, that Dr. Bruce McLarty 
(M.Th., 1982) has been select-
ed to become the fifth presi-
dent of Harding University. 
McLarty will succeed current 
President Dr. David B. Burks 
when he retires from the posi-
tion in June.

Order on Amazon
Place all your Amazon or-

ders through hst.edu/books. 
Every time you order through 
our link, HST receives a small 
percentage of the profit at no 
extra cost to you.

Coming Together
The Student Association 

helps students, faculty, staff 
and families get to know each 
other at our annual Coming 
Together, held this year on 
Aug. 17. Students and their 
families joined with leaders of 
local congregations for a meal, 
devotional and some games.

We celebrate and miss those 
who have completed their 
studies. We welcome in new 
students. Some have left 
Memphis to become distance 
students in a new context; 
others have left their previous 
context to become residents. 
Each year, we rediscover our-
selves as a community.

W.B. West Jr.        
Lectures Held

The 2012 lectures were 
presented on Sept. 6-7 by Dr. 
Daniel A. Rodriguez, associate 
professor of religion and His-
panic studies at Pepperdine 
University. 

Chase, Evan and Briana Froud

Anthony Wood (D.Min. 2002) writes short prayers called Mission Mes-
sages to inform readers about his and others’ work in the inner city. 
River City Ministry (RCM) is dedicated to opening doors to God by  
serving the poor. Chase Froud, a current student at HST, has served as 
a RCM apprentice since May 2011. 
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W ant to learn more about a topic 
mentioned in The Bridge? Check 
out the following resources:

Gray, Richard. Black Christians and 
White Missionaries. New Haven: Yale, 1990. 

Lewis, Jack P. As I Remember It. Nash-
ville, TN: Gospel Advocate, 2012.

McClane, Curtis D.  and Craig Cot-
tingim, Eds. The Habitat of Hospitality: 
Being Jesus for a World in Need. Bloom-
ington, IN: Ketch Publishing, 2012. 

Merritt, Dow. The Dew Breakers. Wi-
nona, MS: Choate, 1980.

Merritt, Roy. Potholes: Ups and Downs 
on Zambia’s Mission Road. Beamsville, On-
tario: Gospel Herald, 2001.

Omenyo, Cephas N. “Agenda for a Dis-
cussion of African Initiatives in Christianity: 
The West African/Ghanaian Case,” Missi-

ology  39, No. 3 (2011): 373-390.
Sanneh, Lamin. “Africa,” in Toward 

the Twenty-First Century in Christian Mis-
sion, edited by James Phillips and Robert 
Coote, 91. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 

Shewmaker, Sam, Ed. A Great Light 
Dawning: Profiles of Christian Faith in Af-
rica. Searcy, AR: Drumbeat, 2002. 

Tucker, Ruth. From Jerusalem to Irian 
Jaya: a Biographical History of Christian Mis-
sions. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004. 

Webb, Charles Royce. Putting Out the 
Fleece: the Story of J.C. (Jimmy) & Joyce 
Shewmaker, Missionaries to Africa. Wi-
nona, MS: J. C. Choate, 2002.

Woodroof, James S. Famous Sayings 
of Jesus: Timeless Teachings for Today. 
Searcy, AR: Struggles Publishers, 2012.

Africans Claiming Africa for Christ 

http://www.aca-zambia.org/index.html
Association Amicus & The Baxter Insti-

tute http://www.baxterinstitute.edu/
Mapepe Bible College www.zambiamis-

sions.org
Namwianga Mission in Zambia www.

zambiamission.org
River City Ministry http://www.river-

cityministry.org/
Tribal Youth Ministry: Exploring a Mul-

tigenerational Approach (Search “Tribal 
Youth Ministry” in Google Groups)

For help in borrowing, purchasing or 
using any of these resources, feel free to 
contact us at the HST library.

Sheila Owen
(sowen@hst.edu)

Learn More


