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  Jim Woodroof (M.A., 1967) was presented with HST’s 2017 Alumnus of the Year Award at the Donor 
Appreciation Luncheon on April 20. There was an immediate and overwhelming response by graduates, faculty, 
staff, donors and friends who wanted to honor and express appreciation for Woodroof and his ministry in some way, 
whether by attending the luncheon, sending a note, sending a donation in his honor, or doing all of the above. Every 
seat was filled in both the luncheon and chapel where Woodroof spoke before the luncheon program. 
  Woodroof preached for more than 60 years in both the U.S. and overseas. One of the main principles 
that guided his ministry was “We find in the Gospels the power to do what’s in the Letters.” His ministry 

is commonly described as both influential and innovative. Many can recall listening to him preach or teach concepts about the Bible and 
Christian living that had never been heard from a church of Christ pulpit before. Even as someone who wasn’t around during the peak of 
his ministry, it’s obvious to me that the lives and ministries Woodroof has touched are immeasurable, and he takes none of the credit for 
himself, which is clearly the reason his work has been so successful — it points back to the one to whom all glory is due.
  You can still honor Woodroof through your gift supporting Harding School of  Theology. You may give by phone (901-432-7723), mail 
(1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117) or online (www.hst.edu/giving). Please note or mention that the gift is in honor of  Woodroof. 
  Correction: I omitted Dr. Gene Gilliland’s (M.Th., 1980; D.Min., 1997) title when I listed him among the current HST Alumni Council 
Members on page 2 of  Vol. 57, No. 2, the winter 2017 issue of The Bridge. Dr. Gene Gilliland earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from HST in 1997. 
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  At HST we think of students in three groups: local, 
commuting and distance. The first group lives nearby; the second, up to 
roughly three hours away; and the third, too far to commute.
  From the beginning, we have sought to accommodate 
commuting students. Weekly classes meet in three-hour blocks so 
that commuters can take up to two courses in one trip, even three or 
four by staying overnight. 
  We have also long sought to make our classes, and eventually 
degrees, accessible to distance students.
 •  In the early 60s, some professors got their pilots licenses and flew 

a small plane to various towns to 
offer individual courses. (My dad 
took two such courses taught by 
HST in Rome, Georgia.) 

 •  In the late 80s and early 90s, 
we offered individual courses at a 
variety of extension sites. 

 •  The first degree fully available to distance students was the Doctor 
of Ministry. It began in 1981 using what we now call intensives — 
courses that meet for one week on campus.

 •  Our use of intensives steadily increased, and in 1998 we began 
offering online courses.

 •  In 2002, we began offering the Master of Arts in Christian 
Ministry to distance students using a combination of intensive 
courses and online courses.

  We are now announcing a new program for distance students: HST 
LIVE (live interactive video education). Last year, Drs. Ed Gray and 
Kevin Shelby pioneered this format for distance counseling students. This 
semester, it has spread throughout HST’s offerings. It is clearly the next 
wave of our future.
  LIVE is a major step forward in distance education. Students can 
plug directly into the on-ground classroom, interacting in real time with 
the teacher, students in the classroom, and other students streaming in 
with them from their respective locations. LIVE enriches the experience 
of distance students because they can see and be seen, hear and be 
heard — all in real time. As live interactive video education, HST LIVE 
replicates the on-ground classroom experience far better than the 
common online class, which is based primarily on reading, watching and 
posting.
  Our local and commuter students also benefit as students from 

throughout the U.S., and even the world (e.g., Albania, China and 
India), interact with them in the classroom. LIVE opens the door for all 
students to benefit from guest lecturers who can be easily brought into 
the classroom in this format. For example, last semester Dr. Michael 
Bird (author of The Gospel of the Lord and many other books) spoke to my 
Synoptic Gospels class from his own desk in Melbourne, Australia.
  Through our two-screen HST LIVE format, those in and out of 
the classroom are able to see each other on one screen and on the other 
screen view the PowerPoint, video, etc., the teacher uses. Each LIVE 
classroom is equipped with two large TV screens. Distance students use 

their computer monitor with an 
additional monitor beside it.
  Since HST LIVE courses come 
so close to replicating the on-
campus experience, the faculty has 
determined our current residency 

requirements no longer fit the new reality. We are experiencing a paradigm 
shift and are adjusting our requirements accordingly. We want all of our 
students, including distance students, to experience a sense of community 
and belonging at HST, to interact with a community of scholarship, and to 
be formed spiritually. However, we believe that the need to come to our 
campus to accomplish these things has diminished significantly.
  The Association of Theological Schools (ATS) requires all 
vocational ministry students to earn a certain percentage of their 
degrees in a face-to-face setting. HST has applied for and received 
exceptions for all of our master’s degrees.
  This year we had already received and implemented an exception 
for the M.A. in Counseling. Beginning in fall 2017, we are making 
the following changes to our other master’s degrees: The on campus 
residency requirement for the M.Div. will be only nine hours. The 
residency requirements for the M.A. or M.A.C.M. will be only six 
hours. Most distance students fulfill the residency requirements using 
intensive courses, so we are talking about two or three one-week trips 
to Memphis. One of these will include a retreat focused on building 
community with students and faculty and approaching graduate studies 
with a focus on spiritual formation.
  We are excited to be able to bring a high quality HST education 
to more distance students throughout the U.S. and the world. If you or 
someone you know might benefit from this new initiative, check out our 
website, www.hst.edu/live, or call Matt Carter at 901-432-7744. 

Dr. Allen Black
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BY DR. ALLEN BLACK, DEAN

Reflections 

Dean
FROM THE

“LIVE is a major step forward 
in distance education.”
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The  LIVE Classroom
BY DR. LANCE HAWLEY, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF OLD TESTAMENT
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  A short walk through the hall of the education building reveals 
more of the same and something new all at once. There are still the 
sounds and sights of instruction and dialogue between professors and 
students. However, now if one peers through the small window in 
classroom 5, one sees two large screens, one with class material and 
the other with the faces of students streaming in from all over the 
world. This year, we have taken a big step forward in our distance 
learning platform with HST LIVE by which distance students are full 
participants in our weekly classes. This move from the asynchronous 
online classes to synchronous learning allows us to welcome both 
distance students and on campus students into the same class without 
distance students making a long trek to Memphis. 
  This spring, most of the faculty have already started teaching 
classes in this format. In my Advanced Introduction to Old Testament, 
I have three students in the classroom and nine streaming from 
Massachusetts to Phoenix and from Laos to the Virgin Islands. We 
are all adjusting to the new class dynamics (we occasionally hear a 
rooster crow subtly in the background from the Virgin Islands), but 
for the most part the class runs just like a traditional class. Students 
ask questions and dialogue just as they would if they were all sitting in 
the room. In addition, they may raise questions and discuss in the chat 
box, and I have found this subdiscussion valuable. I save the student 
chat along with the class recordings so all of the students may access it 
after the actual class time.
  In the next academic year, all but a few of our regularly 
scheduled classes will include a LIVE platform. I am extremely 
excited to offer Hebrew and Hebrew Readings for distance students 
through LIVE in fall 2017. The older online platforms have many 
shortcomings for language learning. LIVE will provide a real-time 
means for students to have immediate feedback on translation and 

vocalization, both essential aspects of learning biblical Hebrew. I 
have used it some this year with tutoring sessions with much success. 
Besides the face-to-face interaction, I also use an iPad to project a 
whiteboard onto the screens of students so that I can write Hebrew 
words on students’ screens just like I do in the regular classroom. My 
Hebrew students also do board work in the classroom, and this will 
remain part of the experience for distance students. I am eager to get 
started with students next fall.
  While I am still a believer in the superiority of face-to-face, 
in-person learning, I am unaware of any other distance platform 
that facilitates learning like HST LIVE. Besides replicating the 
essential features of synchronous learning, it provides a means 
for distance students to interact with one another. Several of my 
streaming students have commented on the virtues of the new 
platform for peer interaction.
  Of course, we continue to encourage students to come to our 
campus. There are many merits of full-time biblical studies on our 
Memphis campus and ministry opportunities in the area. Students 
who choose to live on campus have an easier time accessing the 
library and taking part in on-campus activities such as chapel and 
Student Association events. However, many students who work 
with churches or have life obligations away from Memphis still need 
and desire training, and HST LIVE is ideal for them. Our library is 
making every effort to get resources to students who are far off, and 
our faculty is talking about how to incorporate distance students into 
our chapel or other spiritual formation activities. This is an exciting 
new stage in distance education and one that we anticipate being a 
great blessing to HST, our students and the church. 

HST students Jackson House (M.Div.), Ananias Moses (M.Div.), Macy Johnson (M.Div.) and Caleb Taylor (M.Div.) enjoy the 
program, fellowship and meal on campus at the 2017 Donor Appreciation Luncheon on Thursday, April 20.



hst.edu       5

Joining  HST  LIVE
BY MATT CARTER, DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

  With HST LIVE, our online students join our on-campus 
students in a live, interactive classroom experience. These distance 
students come to class as though they were here in Memphis!
  The classroom seats the professor and local students around a 
table with two large-screen TVs and a camera at one end of the table. 
The first screen shows each of the LIVE online students (as well as 
the camera view of the classroom) in a “Brady Bunch”-style screen. 
The second screen displays the professor’s visual teaching tools. This 
can include PowerPoint, videos or Kindle books for example. Some 
professors (especially language classes) will write on a whiteboard 
app on an iPad, which will also display on the TV screen. 

  Students working from 
their home or office will 
use a dual monitor setup on 
their computers. Using their 
webcam (most laptops today 
have a built in webcam) and 
a basic pair of earbuds, these 
students will see and hear 
what is happening in the 
classroom, and the people in 
the classroom will see and 
hear them. And with the LIVE 
classroom, these distance 
students can take over the 
second screen to show their 
PowerPoint or videos when it 

is their turn to lead in classroom discussion.
  Not only do all of the students see and hear each other, but 
there is also a chat feature that allows the students to chat during 
class. This helps avoid class disruptions by allowing students to quickly 
ask and answer questions like “What page was that?” or “Which 
theologian said that?”
  So, what do you need to join in?

 1.  Laptop or tablet with camera or desktop computer 
     with camera.
 2.  Ear buds with microphone or headset with microphone.

3.  Good internet access and a 
graphical web browser such as 
FireFox 41.0.1 or higher, Google 
Chrome 46.0 or higher, or Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 11 or higher.
4.  A second monitor. Some students 
use a tablet with an app that allows it 
to become a second monitor.

  Classes meet for a three-hour 
block of time one day each week on 
our regular HST schedule. Standard 
meeting times are Monday, Tuesday 
or Thursday at 8 a.m., 1 p.m. or 6 
p.m. Central time.

     Jeff M
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Alumni  Chaplain Col. Michael Summers (M.Th., 1982; D.Min.) 
retired after 24 years of military service. He most recently served as the Georgia 
State chaplain for almost four years. In addition, he served in the Army and 
Tennessee and Georgia Army National Guard during his career. His retirement 
was recognized at the Georgia Department of Defense’s changing of the stole 
ceremony April 21 in Marietta, Georgia. He was also presented with the Legion 
of Merit. Summers will continue to serve as the minister for the Leavenworth 
(Kansas) Church of Christ.

Faculty  Dr. Dave Bland conducted a workshop for chaplains in the National 
Guard in Atlanta on April 22-23. He preached at the Santa Paula (California) 
Church of Christ on May 7. He also conducted a workshop at the Cordova 
Community Church on Psalms on May 20.  Dr. Carlus Gupton consulted 
with seven congregations in four states on issues of missional strategy, leadership 
and team building in February through April. These consultations included 
Appreciative Inquiry summits Feb. 4-5 at the Church of Christ at White Station in 
Memphis and March 3-4 at Reidland Church of Christ in Paducah, Kentucky. He 
also delivered a workshop titled “Nones, Dones, and Overdones: How Habitual 
Church-Goers Can Be Good Neighbors to Those Who Don’t Come or Have Left” 
at Grand Central Church of Christ in Vienna, West Virginia, on March 24-25. He 
contributed a chapter, “Missional Governance Philosophy for Leadership Teams,” 
to the book Navigating the Storm by Hope Network released in March. Additionally, 
he began an interim ministry March 5 at the Oxford Church of Christ in 
Mississippi.

Students  Morrisa Summers (M.Div.) was presented with the Georgia 
Commendation Medal at the Georgia Department of Defense’s changing of the 
stole ceremony on April 21 in Marietta, Georgia.

Alumni  Steven Gaines (M.Div., 2015) presented his paper titled “Ethical 
Innovation in Religious Rhetoric: First Peter’s Challenge to Household Codes” at the 
Southern States Communication Association Convention in Greenville, South Carolina, 
on April 8. Dr. Yukikazu Obata (M.Div., 1996) received his Ph.D. in intercultural 
studies from the School of Intercultural Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary 
in December 2016. His dissertation is titled “Against the Odds: J.M. McCaleb’s 
Missionary Vision of Universality in the Context of Imperial Japan, 1892-1945.” He 
has also been appointed as assistant professor of Christian education at Ibaraki (Japan) 
Christian University. Dr. Rob O’Lynn (D.Min., 2015) was appointed director of 
the graduate bible program at Kentucky Christian University. He also presented a 
paper titled “A Case of Mistaken Identity? A Hypothetical Argument for Cornelius as 
the Soldier at the Cross in Luke 23:47” at the Stone-Campbell Journal Conference at 
Johnson University in Knoxville, Tennessee, on April 7-8.

Faculty  Dr. Dave Bland received one of eight 2016-2017 Teacher Achievement 
Awards from Harding University on April 21. He taught a class at Pepperdine 
University on Ecclesiastes on May 2-5. Additionally, he will serve as a respondent 
on two panels at the Christian Scholars’ Conference at Lipscomb University on 
June 7-9. Dr. Lance Hawley gave two presentations on the book of Job at the 
Graduate Research Lecture at Heritage Christian University in Florence, Alabama, 
on February 8. Dr. Evertt Huffard received his 30-year service pin from Harding 
University on April 21. Dr. Rick Oster spoke at the dedication ceremony for the 
Linda Byrd Smith Museum of Biblical Archaeology at Harding University on April 
15. Dr. Mark Powell received his 15-year service pin from Harding University 
on April 21. He also published a review of Kelly Carter’s The Trinity in the Stone-
Campbell Movement in Restoration Quarterly 59, no. 1 (Spring 2017): 53-4. 

Staff  Brenda Curtis received her 15-year service pin from Harding University 
on April 21. Daphne Logan received her 10-year service pin from Harding 
University on April 21. Evelyn Meredith received one of six 2016-2017 
Distinguished Service Awards from Harding University on April 21.

“HST challenges 
Christian leaders 
to develop deeper 
faith in God and 
higher standards 
of ministry and 
scholarship.”



News & Events

  The idea of graduate school had always 
appealed to me, but time and distance were real 
challenges that stood in my path.    
  I left a career in fundraising to pursue a call 
to ministry in January 2014. I joined West Side 
Church of Christ ministry team in Russellville, 
Arkansas, where I currently serve as associate 
minister. While the transition into full-time ministry cleared the time hurdle for me since our 
leadership holds continuing education in high regard, distance remained an obstacle.  
  I enrolled in HST in summer 2016 after an extended time of prayer and searching for 
the best place to continue my education. Several friends in ministry spoke highly of their 
experience at HST, and I had a great experience with Matt Carter and the admissions team. 
I learned about an online format called HST LIVE. At the time, this format was only offered 
in a few classes, but it was clear that there was a growing commitment to serve the needs of 
distance learners like me in the future.
  HST LIVE gives distance students the opportunity to attend classes in real time. At first, I 
was skeptical of the format and how it would function. I had my doubts about the effectiveness 
of communicating through a computer and attending classes on a large screen with other 
students who are physically present in the classroom. I have always enjoyed face-to-face 
interaction in a learning environment.
  In fall 2016, I took my first class, Counseling Skills, through HST LIVE. I was blown 
away by how well communication flowed from me sitting in my office in Russellville, Arkansas, 
to my professor and classmates in Memphis. It was an incredible experience! One that 
permanently removed my skepticism and made me an advocate for the HST LIVE format, 
which is now being offered for the majority of the courses taught at HST.  
  If you have a passion for ministry and have been searching for ways to continue your 
education while working in ministry, look no further. My experience with HST LIVE has been 
a blessing to me, and I pray it will continue to provide a space for distance learners to pursue a 
life in ministry for many years to come.

CHAPEL
Life of Worship

  On Tuesday, February 28, HST 
put on its first ever LIVE chapel. Jared 
Mayes (M.Div.), a distance student 
using the LIVE program to take a 
preaching class with Dr. Dave Bland, 
spoke to the chapel audience. For the 
class, each student is to preach two 
times in chapel and then be reviewed 
by the audience with a custom made 
scoring sheet provided by Bland. 
  While it may seem intimidating 
to preach over a monitor for a 
grade, Mayes did a phenomenal job! 
Thankfully, the internet and equipment 
are able to handle streaming video 
extremely well to the point one could 
barely tell he was hundreds of miles 
away. Mayes preached his second 
sermon in chapel Tuesday, April 25, 
fulfilling his class requirement. 
  Barring any setbacks, this may 
prove to be a launching pad for more 
LIVE chapels so that remote students 
are able to speak and participate 
in the experience, a longstanding 
tradition and valued part of the 
Harding atmosphere.

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
11-11:30 a.m.

BY CALEB DILLINGER, M.DIV. STUDENT
BY JOSH CLEM, M.DIV. STUDENT

Novice
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M.A.   Master of Arts 
M.A.C.M.   Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
M.A.C.   Master of Arts in Counseling 
M.Div.   Master of Divinity
D.Min.   Doctor of Ministry
C.S.L.   Certificate in Spiritual Leadership

DEGREE PROGRAMS
Intensive Week 4
July 10-15

Offices Closed
July 4

Intensive Week 2
June 12-17

Intensive Week 3
June 19-24

Intensive Week 1
June 5-10

Notes
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Josh Clem (M.Div.) attends Dr. Carlus 
Gupton’s Ministry Call and Context course 
through the LIVE format in the spring.
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HST LIVE

YOU 
ARE 

HERE

INTERACTIVE, ONLINE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMS

All online degree programs are not created equal. 
Harding School of Theology introduces HST LIVE, a 
Live Interactive Video Education platform that gives 

you the best of both worlds right on your computer or smart 
device. This real-time classroom experience requires minimal 
on-ground time and is designed to give you academic and 
spiritual engagement with professors and classmates as you 
pursue the education you need for your calling.

• Attend live classroom lectures with a live instructor from 
your home or office

• Interact in real time with classroom and online participants

• Classes meet for a three–hour block one day each week

• Access recorded lectures for absences or review

• Receive personalized degree planning to help you fit 
school into your life and ministry

• Scholarships available for qualified applicants

HST LIVE master’s degrees include:
Master of Arts, Master of Arts in 

Christian Ministry, and Master of Divinity

HST.EDU/LIVE • 901-432-7750 • HSTADMISSIONS@HST.EDU

Bottom Line

Ellen Radcliff (M.A.C.) visits with Matt Carter, 
director of admissions.

HST LIVE
hst.edu/live

•  Participate in live 
classroom discussions.
•  Give and receive 
immediate feedback from 
professors and peers.
•  Classes meet for a three-
hour block of time one day 
each week.
•  Earn a master’s degree with
minimal travel.

“I am incredibly pleased to find that HST LIVE 
is immeasurably more than all I could have 
asked or imagined in a graduate program! Not 
only do I get to be part of a lively, inclusive and 
collaborative classroom environment, but I also 
get to do it from the comfort of my own home. 
The atmosphere, functionality and intimacy that 
the HST LIVE program offers outshines even 
physical classroom environments that I have been 
a part of. I am so grateful and excited to be part 
of this innovative program!” — Ellen Radcliff
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